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Abstract

Traditional dispute resolution mechanisms are integral to Malawi’s cultural fabric, particularly in rural areas where
formal legal systems may be under-resourced or inaccessible. A qualitative study employing semi-structured
interviews with community leaders, mediators, and litigants to understand TDR practices and their effectiveness in
resolving disputes within the local context. Interviews revealed that traditional dispute resolution mechanisms play
a crucial role in addressing legal issues, particularly in rural areas where access to formal courts is limited. For
instance, approximately 60% of participants reported using traditional mediators for resolving family conflicts
compared to fewer than 20% relying on formal court systems. Traditional dispute resolution mechanisms are
essential for enhancing access to justice in Malawi, especially in underserved regions where they provide a more
accessible and culturally sensitive alternative to formal legal processes. Governments should support traditional
leaders and mediators by providing training and resources to ensure their effectiveness in resolving disputes.
Additionally, integrating TDR mechanisms into community-based initiatives could improve overall access to
justice.
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