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Abstract

Traditional  dispute  resolution  mechanisms  have  been  integral  to  resolving  conflicts  within  communities  in 
Botswana for centuries. A qualitative approach was employed through literature review and expert consultations to 
understand TDRM practices and their impact on access to legal services. Traditional courts in rural areas handle  
approximately 40% of all civil cases without formal legal representation, highlighting the significant role they play 
despite  limited resources.  The analysis  underscores  the  potential  for  integrating traditional  dispute  resolution  
mechanisms  into  modern  legal  systems  to  improve  accessibility  and  effectiveness.  Policy  recommendations 
include funding support  for  traditional  courts,  training programmes for  traditional  leaders,  and integration of 
TDRM practices in formal legal education.

Keywords:  African geography,  customary law,  conflict  resolution,  indigenous  justice  systems,  jurisprudence, 
methodology, traditional courts

1

mailto:cmohapi@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18736561


 2001(1): 37-45 (2001) | Chol Mohapi

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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