
African Constitutional Law Journal

Comparative Legal Practices in Rwandan Ethnic Communities

Kabuga Mukahirwa1

1 Department of Advanced Studies, University of Rwanda

Published: 23 July 2000   |   Received: 28 March 2000   |   Accepted: 19 June 2000

Correspondence:   kmukahirwa@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18722653

Author notes

Kabuga Mukahirwa is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, University of Rwanda and focuses on Law 
research in Africa.

Abstract

Rwanda's  ethnic  diversity  is  a  significant  feature  of  its  society,  influencing  various  aspects  including  legal 
practices. Ethnographic studies were conducted in three major ethnic groups: Hutu, Tutsi, and Hima. Participants  
included traditional leaders, community members, and local lawyers. Data collection involved interviews, focus 
group discussions, and document reviews. Traditional justice systems show significant variations between the  
communities,  with Hutu relying more on customary law while  Tutsi  and Hima have a  stronger  influence of 
colonial-era legal frameworks. While traditional practices vary, they collectively emphasise community cohesion 
and conflict resolution mechanisms that are integral to Rwandan constitutional law. Policy makers should consider  
the  diversity  of  legal  traditions  when  implementing  national  laws  and  promoting  inclusive  justice  systems. 
Ethnographic research can provide valuable insights for harmonizing local and national legal frameworks.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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