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Abstract

Natural resource governance in developing countries often faces challenges related to conflicting interests between
state authorities and local communities. In DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo) and Uganda, where natural
resources are abundant and diverse, these conflicts have significant implications for legal frameworks and
community rights. The research employs a combination of qualitative interviews with stakeholders, quantitative
surveys targeting communities affected by natural resource policies, and document analysis to examine legislative
texts and related court decisions. Data triangulation is used to validate findings across methods. Findings indicate
that while legal frameworks in both countries aim to protect local rights, implementation varies significantly, often
leading to conflicts between state interests and community claims over access and use of natural resources. For
instance, in Uganda, only 35% of surveyed communities reported feeling adequately protected by existing laws.
The mixed-methods approach highlights the complexity of legal frameworks’ impact on local rights, suggesting a
need for more comprehensive and enforceable legislation to bridge gaps between law and practice.
Recommendations include strengthening community participation in natural resource management decisions,
improving enforcement mechanisms, and providing legal support to affected communities. Policy
recommendations should focus on aligning laws with practical realities to enhance governance effectiveness.


mailto:owalusimbi@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18859981

2007(1): 33-53 (2007) | Okeng Walusimbi et al.

Keywords: Congo, Community-Based Management, Participatory Research, Legal Anthropology, Indigenous
Rights, Access and Benefit-Sharing, Customary Law



2007(1): 33-53 (2007) | Okeng Walusimbi et al.

ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge


https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

