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Abstract

Renewable energy grants have been introduced to stimulate off-grid communities in South Africa's Northern Cape,
aiming to enhance access to electricity and reduce reliance on fossil fuels. A survey research approach was
employed to gather data from community leaders, local government officials, and renewable energy providers. The
sample included 120 respondents across various off-grid communities in the Northern Cape region. The survey
revealed that while over 75% of respondents reported an increase in solar panel installations due to grants, there
were significant disparities in grant funding distribution among different community types and sizes. Despite
initial successes, ongoing challenges such as uneven grant allocation and limited technical support persist,
necessitating a more equitable policy framework and improved implementation strategies. Policy makers should
prioritise transparent grant distribution mechanisms to ensure that all eligible communities receive the necessary
funding. Additionally, enhanced technical training for community members is recommended to maximise energy
efficiency and sustainability.
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