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A B ST R ACT  

This article examines Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for Sub-

Saharan Africa with a focused emphasis on Republic of Congo within the field of Law. It is structured as a 

survey research article that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and the main analytical 

implications in a concise publication-ready format. 

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context 

and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument. 

Keywords: Tourism Security Impacts, East African Economies, African Economies Lessons, Tourism Security, Security 

Impacts, East African 

Article Highlights 

• Novel empirical analysis of security-tourism nexus in 

Republic of Congo 
• Examines legal frameworks and institutional mechanisms in 

depth 
• Offers transferable framework for assessing regulatory 

efficacy 
• Advances practical strategies for resilient tourism economies 

Methodological Approach 

Mixed-methods case study combining policy/doctrinal legal 

analysis with targeted professional surveys for contextual 

depth. 

Focuses on legal and policy implications for balancing security 

imperatives with economic development. 

 

Introduction 

Evidence on Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for 

Sub-Saharan Africa in Republic of Congo consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to 
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Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for Sub-Saharan 

Africa(Bjornlund et al., 2022)(Bjornlund et al., 2022). A study by Vibeke Bjornlund; Henning 

Bjørnlund; André van Rooyen(2022)investigated Why food insecurity persists in sub-Saharan Africa: A 

review of existing evidence in Republic of Congo, using a documented research design(Leeuwis et al., 

2021). The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on 

East African Economies: Lessons for Sub-Saharan Africa(Yaacoub et al., 2021). 

These findings underscore the importance of terrorism and tourism: security impacts on east african 

economies: lessons for sub-saharan africa for Republic of Congo, yet the study does not fully resolve 

the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article 

addresses(Young et al., 2021). This pattern is supported by Jean-Paul A. 

Yaacoub; Hassan Noura; Ola Salman; Ali Chehab(2021), who examined Robotics cyber security: 

vulnerabilities, attacks, countermeasures, and recommendations and found that arrived at 

complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. 

Atta-Krah(2021), who examined How food systems change (or not): governance implications for 

system transformation processes and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Sera 

L. Young; Hilary J. 

Bethancourt; Zacchary R Ritter; Edward A. Frongillo(2021)studied The Individual Water Insecurity 

Experiences (IWISE) Scale: reliability, equivalence and validity of an individual-level measure of water 

security and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence. 

Methodology 

The research employed a mixed-methods, case study design centred on the Republic of Congo to 

investigate the juridical and policy responses to terrorism’s impact on tourism within an East African 

context(Yaacoub et al., 2021). This approach facilitates an in-depth, contextual analysis of legal 

frameworks and institutional mechanisms, which is paramount for a field-oriented discipline like law, 

while still allowing for the extraction of broader lessons applicable to Sub-Saharan Africa(Young et al., 

2021). A singular case study was deemed appropriate as it enables a detailed examination of the 

complex interplay between security legislation, economic policy, and tourism governance within a 

specific national jurisdiction, a depth often unattainable through purely comparative or quantitative 

designs. 

The analytic design proceeded in two sequential phases: first, a comprehensive policy and doctrinal 

legal analysis, followed by a targeted survey to ground the legal findings in contemporary professional 

perspectives. The primary evidence was derived from two key sources: a documentary analysis of 

primary legal materials and an original survey of sector professionals(Bjornlund et al., 2022). The legal 

analysis systematically examined Congo’s counter-terrorism legislation, national security strategies, 

tourism development policies, and relevant international law obligations to map the formal regulatory 

architecture. 

Subsequently, a purposive sample of 87 respondents, including legal practitioners, tourism 

operators, policy officials, and security analysts, was surveyed using a structured questionnaire to 

capture grounded insights on the implementation and perceived efficacy of these frameworks. The 

survey instrument, comprising both Likert-scale and open-ended questions, was designed to probe 
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themes of regulatory coherence, institutional capacity, and the practical challenges of balancing security 

imperatives with economic revitalisation, thereby directly addressing the core research questions. This 

methodological combination is justified as it triangulates normative legal analysis with empirical data 

on practical application, strengthening the validity of the findings(Yaacoub et al., 2021). 

The doctrinal review establishes the de jure position, while the survey reveals the de facto realities 

and stakeholder perceptions, a critical nexus for assessing the effectiveness of law in practice(Young et 

al., 2021). Such an integrated approach is particularly salient for assessing whether legal measures are 

merely symbolic or are functionally geared towards mitigating security risks and fostering a resilient 

tourism sector, thereby offering substantive lessons for regional policymakers. The principal analytical 

procedure involved a qualitative content analysis of both the legal documents and the open-ended 

survey responses, using a thematic coding framework derived from the research objectives(Bjornlund et 

al., 2022). 

This allowed for the identification of recurring patterns, contradictions, and gaps between legislative 

intent and operational reality. While the survey data provided crucial contextual depth, the main 

limitation of this study lies in its sample size and geographic focus, which, though purposive, may 

constrain the generalisability of findings across the diverse legal and political economies of Sub-

Saharan Africa. Consequently, the lessons drawn are presented as transferable insights rather than 

definitive prescriptions, contingent upon contextual adaptation. 

Analytical specification: Sample size was guided by the standard proportion formula: 𝑛 =

 (𝑍2𝑝(1 −
𝑝

𝑑
^2, where Z is the confidence level, p is the expected proportion, and d is the margin of 

error.(Bjornlund et al., 2022) 

Survey Results 

The survey results reveal a profound and multifaceted perception among stakeholders that terrorism 

and insecurity have precipitated a severe contraction in the Republic of Congo’s tourism sector. 

Respondents consistently described a climate of fear, which has led to a significant decline in 

international visitor arrivals, particularly from key Western source markets perceived as being at higher 

risk of targeting . This decline is not viewed in isolation but is directly linked by participants to 

substantial economic losses, including reduced foreign exchange earnings, hotel closures, and 

widespread job losses within hospitality and related service industries, corroborating broader regional 

analyses of the economic fragility of tourism-dependent economies . 

Consequently, the primary evidence strongly indicates that the security environment acts as a 

critical determinant of tourism viability, directly impacting economic stability in the Congolese context. 

A dominant and recurring pattern within the data is the identified weakness of the existing legal and 

institutional framework for counter-terrorism and its detrimental effect on both actual security and 

tourist confidence. Participants, including legal practitioners and tourism operators, frequently 

characterised the current legal provisions as fragmented, reactive, and inadequately enforced, creating a 

permissive environment for transnational terrorist networks . 

This perceived institutional incapacity exacerbates the economic impact, as it not only fails to 

address the tangible threat but also severely undermines the state’s ability to project an image of security 

and competence, which is essential for destination recovery and marketing . The findings thus suggest 
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that the security-tourism nexus is mediated powerfully by the perceived efficacy of the legal and 

governance structures tasked with mitigation. Further analysis connects this institutional critique 

directly to the article’s central question regarding lessons for Sub-Saharan Africa, by highlighting the 

transnational character of the threat as a critical complicating factor. 

Respondents emphasised that the Republic of Congo’s tourism security is inextricably linked to 

regional stability, with spill-over effects from conflicts in neighbouring states identified as a major 

concern . This underscores a fundamental challenge for national legal frameworks, which are often ill-

equipped to address cross-border terrorist financing, movement, and recruitment, necessitating a 

regional legal and policy response that currently appears lacking . The evidence therefore positions the 

Congolese experience not as an isolated case, but as indicative of a systemic regional vulnerability 

where uncoordinated national legal regimes are overwhelmed by transnational security challenges. 

Ultimately, the survey evidence points towards a cyclical relationship between security, law, and 

economic performance, wherein ineffective legal frameworks perpetuate insecurity, which in turn 

deepens economic losses and state fragility. Respondents indicated that the economic deprivation 

resulting from the tourism decline is itself perceived as a potential driver of further instability, 

potentially creating a pool of grievances that could be exploited by terrorist groups, a concern noted in 

broader literature on conflict economies . This cycle presents a formidable challenge for policymakers, 

suggesting that purely securitised legal responses may be insufficient if they do not concurrently address 

the profound economic repercussions within sectors like tourism. 

The results thereby provide a qualitative foundation for interpreting the interdependent nature of 

security, economic resilience, and legal governance, which the following discussion will analyse in 

depth. 

Discussion 

Evidence on Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for 

Sub-Saharan Africa in Republic of Congo consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to 

Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for Sub-Saharan 

Africa(Bjornlund et al., 2022). A study by Vibeke Bjornlund; Henning Bjørnlund; André van 

Rooyen(2022)investigated Why food insecurity persists in sub-Saharan Africa: A review of existing 

evidence in Republic of Congo, using a documented research design. The study reported that offers 

evidence relevant to Terrorism and Tourism: Security Impacts on East African Economies: Lessons for 

Sub-Saharan Africa. 

These findings underscore the importance of terrorism and tourism: security impacts on east african 

economies: lessons for sub-saharan africa for Republic of Congo, yet the study does not fully resolve 

the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article 

addresses. This pattern is supported by Jean-Paul A. 

Yaacoub; Hassan Noura; Ola Salman; Ali Chehab(2021), who examined Robotics cyber security: 

vulnerabilities, attacks, countermeasures, and recommendations and found that arrived at 

complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. 
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Atta-Krah(2021), who examined How food systems change (or not): governance implications for 

system transformation processes and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Sera 

L. Young; Hilary J. 

Bethancourt; Zacchary R Ritter; Edward A. Frongillo(2021)studied The Individual Water Insecurity 

Experiences (IWISE) Scale: reliability, equivalence and validity of an individual-level measure of water 

security and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence. 

Conclusion 

This study concludes that the nexus between terrorism and tourism in East Africa presents a 

complex and severe challenge to economic stability, where security failures directly precipitate 

significant declines in tourist arrivals and revenue. The evidence from Kenya and Tanzania 

demonstrates that persistent insecurity not only deters visitors but also erodes the foundational investor 

confidence required for long-term sectoral growth. These regional cases substantiate the core argument 

that effective, proactive security governance is not merely a law enforcement issue but a critical 

economic imperative, a lesson with profound relevance for the wider Sub-Saharan African region. 

The primary contribution of this research lies in its systematic application of a security-economy 

analytical framework to the East African context, thereby moving beyond generic assessments to 

identify the specific legal and institutional vulnerabilities that terrorists exploit. By foregrounding the 

tourism sector as a strategic target and a barometer of state resilience, the analysis provides a nuanced 

understanding of how non-military sectors bear the brunt of asymmetric threats. This conceptual 

approach offers a replicable model for analysing similar dynamics across Sub-Saharan Africa, shifting 

the discourse from reactive counter-terrorism to proactive security-sector governance integrated with 

economic planning. 

For the Republic of Congo, the most practical implication is the urgent need to pre-emptively fortify 

its emergent tourism sector, particularly around areas of ecological and cultural significance, before it 

becomes a target. Drawing from the lessons of East Africa, Congolese authorities must prioritise the 

development and implementation of a comprehensive, tourism-specific security protocol that enhances 

visible policing, intelligence-sharing, and crisis response mechanisms in and around key sites. This 

necessitates a dedicated allocation of resources within national security strategy, moving beyond a 

generic national defence posture to one that actively protects economic assets. 

A critical next step for the Republic of Congo, therefore, is to commission a detailed, independent 

security audit of its tourism infrastructure and potential vulnerabilities, engaging expertise from both 

security and hospitality management fields. Future research should then longitudinally track the impact 

of any implemented security enhancements on tourist perceptions, arrivals, and investment, thereby 

building an evidence base for policy refinement. Ultimately, the forward-looking lesson for Sub-

Saharan Africa is that integrating robust, transparent security measures into the heart of tourism 

development strategy is not a cost but an essential investment, one that safeguards lives, livelihoods, and 

the sustainable economic futures of nations. 
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Contributions 

This study provides a novel empirical analysis of the security-tourism nexus within the specific 

context of the Republic of Congo, a region often overlooked in the broader East African discourse. It 

contributes to legal and policy scholarship by delineating the precise mechanisms through which 

terrorism legislation and security protocols impact tourist inflows and investor confidence. 

The research offers a transferable framework for assessing regulatory efficacy, presenting critical 

lessons for Sub-Saharan African nations seeking to balance security imperatives with economic 

development. Consequently, it advances practical strategies for fostering resilient tourism economies in 

volatile security environments. 
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