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Abstract

Early Childhood Development (ECD) programmes have become increasingly important in Rwanda as part of
broader efforts to improve educational outcomes and child welfare. The research employs an ethnographic
approach involving participant observation, interviews with stakeholders including programme managers,
educators, parents, and beneficiaries, and document analysis of programme records and evaluation reports.
Significant themes emerged regarding the impact on educational readiness (85% of participants showed improved
literacy skills) and socio-emotional development (70% reported better social interaction). Rural ECD programmes
in Rwanda have demonstrated substantial long-term benefits for children’s early learning and well-being, though
challenges remain in sustaining these initiatives. Policy recommendations include enhancing community
engagement, providing teacher training, and integrating ECD into broader education systems to ensure continuity
and scalability. Rural Early Childhood Development (ECD), long-term impacts, Rwanda, ethnography
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