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Abstract

Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) in Nigeria are a blend of traditional  beliefs,  practices,  and knowledge 
systems that have been developed over centuries by various ethnic groups. The research employs a qualitative 
approach  to  understand  the  integration  of  IKS  into  modern  legal  practices  through  interviews  with  legal 
practitioners and community leaders. A key finding is that approximately 60% of cases in rural courts incorporate 
elements of traditional customs, indicating the significant role of IKS in resolving disputes. The study concludes  
that while there are challenges such as conflicts between customary laws and statutory laws, the integration of IKS 
enhances the accessibility and relevance of legal services in underserved areas. Legal education should include a 
module on IKS to ensure practitioners understand its implications. Policymakers should also consider promoting  
dialogue  between  traditional  leaders  and  legal  authorities.  Indigenous  Knowledge  Systems,  Nigerian  Legal  
Practice, Customary Law, Access to Justice
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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