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Abstract

Southern Uganda is home to diverse ecosystems that support numerous species of flora and fauna. Community 
Forest Management (CFM) programmes have been implemented as a conservation strategy in these areas, aiming  
to  balance  economic  development  with  environmental  protection.  The  research  employs  a  mixed-methods 
approach, combining qualitative interviews with quantitative data analysis from village surveys. Data collection 
took place over two years,  covering ten villages across the region. CFM programmes have led to significant 
increases in tree cover by up to 30% and an observed rise in local bird species diversity by approximately 25%, 
reflecting community engagement with conservation efforts.  Community participation is crucial for successful 
biodiversity conservation through CFM. The study highlights the potential of these programmes as effective tools  
for  integrated  environmental  management.  Policy  makers  should  prioritise  capacity  building  and  stakeholder 
involvement in CFM initiatives to enhance their impact on local ecosystems.

Keywords:  Savannah,  Communal  Areas  Management  Programme  for  the  Protection  of  Forests  and  Trees 
(CAMPFORT), Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation, Sustainable Use, Biodiversity Conservation, Community 
Engagement, Indigenous Knowledge Systems

1

mailto:kbesigye@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18736548


 2001(1): 7-13 (2001) | Kizza Besigye et al.

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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