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Abstract

This  study  revisits  and  expands  upon  previous  research  on  microfinance  loan  portals  in  Madagascar's  rural  
fishmonger communities, focusing on their impact on financial literacy and economic growth. A replication study  
using mixed-methods  approach,  including quantitative  surveys  and qualitative  interviews.  Data  was  collected 
through online questionnaires and face-to-face discussions with participants from . Microfinance loan portal users 
demonstrated a significant improvement in financial literacy (p < 0.05) compared to non-users, with an average 
increase of 30% in knowledge about credit management and savings strategies. The results confirm the positive 
impact of microfinance loan portals on enhancing financial skills among rural fishmongers, supporting their ability  
to manage resources more effectively. Policy makers should consider expanding access to these platforms for  
broader  benefits.  Further  research  is  recommended  to  explore  long-term  impacts  and  sustainability.  Model 

estimation used {̂θ }=argmin {θ }sumiell ( yi , fθ(ξ ))+ λlVertθrVert 22, with performance evaluated using 

out-of-sample error.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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