African Immigration Law (Law/Social/Political crossover)

EREE

Youth Agency in Law: An Ethnographic Exploration in South
Africa's Youth Jurisdiction Context,
Kgosi Motshegoa Mogashoa'?, Sipho Khumalo®, Noluthando Ngxelwa*
! Vaal University of Technology (VUT)
2 Department of Research, University of Venda

3 Department of Advanced Studies, Vaal University of Technology (VUT)
¢ University of Venda

Published: 19 January 2004 | Received: 24 September 2003 | Accepted: 15 December 2003

Correspondence: kmogashoa@aol.com

DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.18805111

Author notes
Kgosi Motshegoa Mogashoa is dffiliated with Vaal University of Technology (VUT) and focuses on Law research in
Africa.
Sipho Khumalo is dffiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, Vaal University of Technology (VUT) and focuses on
Law research in Africa.
Noluthando Ngxelwa is dffiliated with University of Venda and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Abstract

Youth participation in legal processes is a growing area of interest in African immigration law, with South Africa
serving as an exemplary context for such studies. The research employs ethnographic methods including
participant observation, interviews, and document analysis conducted over two years among adolescents involved
in juvenile courts and related programmes. A significant theme emerged regarding youth's active engagement in
legal processes, often through advocacy groups. Specifically, around 40% of youth participants reported
advocating for policy changes to better reflect their needs. Youth play a proactive role in shaping legal outcomes
and policies that affect them, highlighting the need for more inclusive legal systems and greater youth participation
in decision-making processes. Lawmakers should incorporate feedback from youth into legislative processes and
establish mechanisms for youth to participate directly in lawmaking. Educational programmes should also be
developed to enhance young people's understanding of their rights and responsibilities under the law.
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