
African Insurance Law (Law/Business crossover)

Legal Quandaries of Refugee Status in East Africa: A Burkinabé 
Perspective

Souleymane Ouattara1, Rabah Traore2, Kafu Koma3

1 Official University of Bobo-Dioulasso
2 Department of Research, Joseph Ki-Zerbo University, Ouagadougou

3 Joseph Ki-Zerbo University, Ouagadougou

Published: 13 May 2001   |   Received: 01 December 2000   |   Accepted: 31 March 2001

Correspondence:   souattara@hotmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18736939

Author notes

Souleymane Ouattara is affiliated with Official University of Bobo-Dioulasso and focuses on Law research in Africa.
Rabah Traore is affiliated with Department of Research, Joseph Ki-Zerbo University, Ouagadougou and focuses on Law 

research in Africa.
Kafu Koma is affiliated with Joseph Ki-Zerbo University, Ouagadougou and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Abstract

The legal status of refugees in East Africa is complex, with varying national policies and international obligations. 
An analysis of existing laws, regulations, and case law related to refugee status in East Africa, with a qualitative  
approach  examining  legal  documents  and  interviews  with  experts.  Burkinabé  refugees  often  face  significant 
difficulties in obtaining asylum due to inconsistent interpretation of international conventions by host countries. 
Current policies favoring rapid deportation over providing protection have led to inadequate support for Burkinabé 
refugee  communities.  Host  governments  should  implement  more  comprehensive  integration  programmes and 
strengthen legal frameworks aligned with international standards.

Keywords:  Refugee  Law,  East  Africa,  Asylum  Seekers,  International  Law,  Customary  Jurisprudence,  Legal 
Pluralism, Humanitarian Intervention

1

mailto:souattara@hotmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18736939


 2001(1): 23-31 (2001) | Souleymane Ouattara et al.

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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