
African Insurance Law (Law/Business crossover)

Pre-Trial Detention Reform in Uganda: Empowering the Criminal 
Justice System

Stanley Okieyebonye1,2, Felix Kiwanuka1,2, Margaret Tumwesigye3, Ellen Nakivumbi4

1 Makerere University, Kampala
2 Department of Advanced Studies, Kyambogo University, Kampala

3 Gulu University
4 Kyambogo University, Kampala

Published: 06 November 2011   |   Received: 18 July 2011   |   Accepted: 02 October 2011

Correspondence:   sokieyebonye@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18940191

Author notes

Stanley Okieyebonye is affiliated with Makerere University, Kampala and focuses on Law research in Africa.
Felix Kiwanuka is affiliated with Makerere University, Kampala and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Margaret Tumwesigye is affiliated with Gulu University and focuses on Law research in Africa.
Ellen Nakivumbi is affiliated with Kyambogo University, Kampala and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Abstract

Uganda's criminal justice system has struggled with high levels of pre-trial detention, which can lead to prolonged  
incarceration and undermine the efficiency and fairness of the legal process. The analysis will draw upon existing  
literature,  official  reports,  and  expert  interviews  to  assess  current  practices  and  propose  targeted  policy 
recommendations  for  reforming  pre-trial  detention  procedures.  Findings  indicate  that  approximately  70%  of 
detainees remain in custody awaiting trial for periods exceeding six months, highlighting the need for systemic  
changes. The proposed reforms include expanding access to legal representation, improving pre-arrest procedures,  
and enhancing judicial efficiency to reduce unnecessary detention times. Recommendations include increasing 
funding for legal aid services, implementing mandatory video hearings, and establishing protocols for early release 
of detainees awaiting trial.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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