
African Legal Philosophy and Theory (Law/Philosophy 
crossover)

Interfaces Between Customary and Statutory Law in Ghanaian 
Family Matters: A Theoretical Framework

Amoako Afua1, Kofi Adarkweli2

1 Accra Technical University
2 University of Ghana, Legon

Published: 26 July 2000   |   Received: 27 March 2000   |   Accepted: 10 June 2000

Correspondence:   aafua@aol.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18723728

Author notes

Amoako Afua is affiliated with Accra Technical University and focuses on Law research in Africa.
Kofi Adarkweli is affiliated with University of Ghana, Legon and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Abstract

Customary law and statutory law coexist in various legal systems around the world, often intersecting in complex  
ways. A theoretical framework is developed through a review of existing literature on customary law, statutory 
law, and their intersection in African contexts. A theoretical understanding of the interaction between these legal  
systems  can  inform  policy  recommendations  aimed  at  harmonizing  them  for  more  equitable  outcomes. 
Policymakers should consider establishing clear guidelines to facilitate smoother transitions from customary to 
statutory law in family matters, particularly regarding gendered inheritance rights.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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