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Abstract

Urban slums in Tanzania face significant legal challenges due to a lack of formal property rights and inadequate  
access to justice mechanisms. The analysis employs a combination of qualitative interviews with stakeholders 
from  urban  slum  communities,  document  review  of  relevant  policies  and  regulations,  and  thematic  content 
analysis of recent court decisions related to property disputes in urban slums. Findings indicate that while some  
legal reforms have been implemented, there is still a significant gap in providing formal recognition of land rights  
for residents, particularly affecting women and youth who are more vulnerable to discrimination and exploitation.  
The analysis highlights the need for comprehensive policy frameworks that integrate gender-sensitive approaches  
and community-based initiatives to enhance access to justice for urban slum dwellers. Recommendations include 
strengthening legal aid services specifically targeted towards vulnerable groups, promoting community-led land 
registration programmes, and advocating for legislative changes that recognise informal settlements as legitimate 
property rights.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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