African Refugee Law Studies (Law/Social/Political
crossover)

Ol==40]

Access Barriers to Justice in Urban Slums: A Theoretical
Framework for Vulnerable Populations in Togo 2009
Achogba Koffi', Dzahanonou Désiré’, Tchignoumi Adrien*’, Kopanya Mawuli*

! Department of Advanced Studies, University of Kara
? Institut Togolais de Recherche Agronomique (ITRA)

3 University of Kara
¢ University of Lomé

Published: 14 October 2009 | Received: 29 June 2009 | Accepted: 10 September 2009

Correspondence: akoffi@gmail.com

DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.18900448

Author notes
Achogba Koffi is dffiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, University of Kara and focuses on Law research in
Africa.
Dzahanonou Désiré is affiliated with Institut Togolais de Recherche Agronomique (ITRA) and focuses on Law research in
Africa.
Tchignoumi Adrien is dffiliated with University of Kara and focuses on Law research in Africa.
Kopanya Mawuli is dffiliated with University of Lomé and focuses on Law research in Africa.

Abstract

Access to justice in urban slums of Togo is severely constrained by socio-economic barriers, including poverty and
limited access to legal information. The study employs qualitative research methods, focusing on key informants
from urban slum communities and legal service providers. The theoretical framework underscores the need for
targeted interventions that address both structural inequalities and individual access challenges. Policy
recommendations include integrating urban slum development with justice system reforms, enhancing community
education programmes on legal rights, and improving financial support mechanisms for litigants.
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