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Abstract

The interface between customary law and statutory law in family matters is a complex area of legal practice in  
Ghana,  where both systems coexist.  The research employs an action research approach,  involving participant 
observation  and  semi-structured  interviews  among  community  members  and  legal  practitioners.  Participants  
reported that  statutory law often overrides customary law in cases where there is  clear  evidence of statutory  
compliance;  however,  customary  law  continues  to  influence  decisions  in  ambiguous  situations.  The  study 
highlights the importance of understanding both legal systems for effective dispute resolution in family matters. 
Legal practitioners should be trained on the nuances of both customary and statutory laws to facilitate fairer  
outcomes in cases where both frameworks apply.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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