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Abstract

The informal sector in urban Tanzania plays a significant role in economic activity despite facing legal constraints  
and  challenges.  A  mixed-methods  study  involving  both  qualitative  in-depth  interviews  (

n=30 )∧quantitative survey data(n=500 ) , conducted among urban women entrepreneurs∈Tanzania
.  Data  was analysed using thematic  analysis  for  qualitative insights  and descriptive statistics  for  quantifiable  
results.  Women entrepreneurs reported a high degree of legal flexibility, with 85% indicating that they could 
operate  without  formal  permits  or  documentation  in  their  respective  sectors.  The  mixed-methods  approach 
revealed nuanced understandings of legal flexibilities within the informal sector and highlighted the importance of  
policy  interventions  to  support  women  entrepreneurs  effectively.  Policy  makers  should  consider  developing 
tailored policies that acknowledge the realities of the informal sector while ensuring compliance with broader legal 
frameworks.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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