
African Broadcasting Studies

Community Radio's Influence on Health Awareness Among 
Vulnerable Groups in South Africa

Sipho Motshega1,2, Sibongile Ngwenya3, Nontsizi Khumalo4,5, Thapelo Mogotsi6,7

1 Nelson Mandela University
2 Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)

3 Department of Artificial Intelligence, Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)
4 Durban University of Technology (DUT)

5 Mintek
6 Department of Artificial Intelligence, Nelson Mandela University

7 Department of Artificial Intelligence, Mintek

Published: 27 November 2012   |   Received: 10 September 2012   |   Accepted: 22 October 2012

Correspondence:   smotshega@aol.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18967292

Author notes

Sipho Motshega is affiliated with Nelson Mandela University and focuses on Computer Science research in Africa.
Sibongile Ngwenya is affiliated with Department of Artificial Intelligence, Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and 

focuses on Computer Science research in Africa.
Nontsizi Khumalo is affiliated with Durban University of Technology (DUT) and focuses on Computer Science research in 

Africa.
Thapelo Mogotsi is affiliated with Department of Artificial Intelligence, Nelson Mandela University and focuses on 

Computer Science research in Africa.

Abstract

Community radio has emerged as a significant platform for disseminating information in South Africa's diverse 
cultural landscape. A mixed-methods approach combining quantitative survey data from a convenience sample of 
300  participants  and  qualitative  interviews  with  25  individuals  was  employed.  Community  radio  broadcasts 
significantly increased health awareness among PLHIV, particularly in understanding antiretroviral therapy (ART)  
adherence and HIV prevention measures. The findings suggest that community radio can be a powerful tool for  
enhancing health  literacy among vulnerable  groups in  South Africa.  Public  health  initiatives  should consider  
integrating community radio into their strategies to reach underserved populations effectively. Community Radio, 
Health  Awareness,  Vulnerable  Populations,  Public  Health,  Mixed-Methods  Approach  Model  estimation  used 

{̂θ }=argmin {θ }sumiell ( yi , fθ(ξ ))+ λlVertθrVert 22,  with  performance  evaluated  using  out-of-sample 

error.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
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