
African Health Communication (Media/Health/Social)

Methodological Evaluation of South African Community Health 
Centre Systems: A Meta-Analysis on Cost-Effectiveness

Sello Maseko1,2, Themba Mncube3,4, Kgotso Motlhaole2,4

1 Department of Pediatrics, University of the Free State
2 South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR)

3 University of the Free State
4 University of the Witwatersrand

Published: 17 May 2002   |   Received: 05 February 2002   |   Accepted: 18 March 2002

Correspondence:   smaseko@gmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18752924

Author notes

Sello Maseko is affiliated with Department of Pediatrics, University of the Free State and focuses on Medicine research in 
Africa.

Themba Mncube is affiliated with University of the Free State and focuses on Medicine research in Africa.
Kgotso Motlhaole is affiliated with South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR) and focuses on Medicine 

research in Africa.

Abstract

Community health centres in South Africa are crucial for providing essential healthcare services to underserved 
populations. However, their cost-effectiveness has not been systematically evaluated. A systematic review and  
meta-analysis were conducted using data from randomized field trials. Studies were included based on predefined 
criteria,  and statistical  models  were used to  aggregate  results.  The analysis  revealed that  while  some centres 
showed significant cost savings compared to traditional healthcare settings, the variability in costs across regions  
necessitated further investigation. Despite initial positive findings, the heterogeneity in data suggests a need for 
more localized and context-specific evaluations of community health centre systems. Future research should focus  
on developing standardised protocols and conducting detailed cost-benefit analyses to enhance the effectiveness 

and sustainability of these centres. Treatment effect was estimated with  text {logit }(π )=beta 0+β→ p X i, 

and uncertainty reported using confidence-interval based inference.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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