
African Mass Communication Review

Informal Cross-Border Trade Networks in ECOWAS Regions of 
Ghana: A Qualitative Exploration

Kofi Agyeiwa1,2, Amos Dedebo3

1 Accra Technical University
2 Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR-Ghana)

3 Department of Research, Accra Technical University

Published: 11 November 2010   |   Received: 24 July 2010   |   Accepted: 05 October 2010

Correspondence:   kagyeiwa@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18910609

Author notes

Kofi Agyeiwa is affiliated with Accra Technical University and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Amos Dedebo is affiliated with Department of Research, Accra Technical University and focuses on African Studies 

research in Africa.

Abstract

Informal cross-border trade networks play a significant role in regional integration within ECOWAS (Economic 
Community of West African States), particularly in Ghana’s ecologically diverse and economically interconnected 
regions. A mixed-methods approach combining semi-structured interviews with focus groups was employed to 
gather insights from traders, government officials, and community leaders across multiple regions of Ghana. Data 
analysis involved thematic coding and content analysis. Semi-structured interviews revealed that informal cross-
border trade networks in Ghana’s ECOWAS regions facilitate the exchange of goods such as agricultural products, 
livestock, and manufactured items. The proportion of traders who operate across borders is estimated at around  
30%,  with  a  significant  focus  on  regional  staple  food  production.  The  study  highlights  the  importance  of  
strengthening regulatory frameworks to ensure fair trade practices while promoting sustainable development in 
these  regions.  Recommendations  include  improving  infrastructure  connectivity,  enhancing  market  access  for 
small-scale  producers,  and fostering inter-regional  collaboration among ECOWAS member  states.  Develop a  
regional cross-border trade policy that addresses common challenges such as border clearance procedures, customs 
regulations, and dispute resolution mechanisms. Implement targeted training programmes for traders to improve 
their business practices and market knowledge.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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