
African Mass Communication Review

The Historical Foundations Underpinning Contemporary 
Governance Challenges in South Africa

Zola Dlamini1,2, Kgotla Mathethe2,3, Sipho Motshega4, Modjadji Matsepe2

1 Department of Advanced Studies, North-West University
2 University of Cape Town

3 Agricultural Research Council (ARC)
4 Department of Research, University of Cape Town

Published: 13 December 2005   |   Received: 09 September 2005   |   Accepted: 17 October 2005

Correspondence:   zdlamini@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18817113

Author notes

Zola Dlamini is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, North-West University and focuses on African Studies 
research in Africa.

Kgotla Mathethe is affiliated with Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and focuses on African Studies research in 
Africa.

Sipho Motshega is affiliated with Department of Research, University of Cape Town and focuses on African Studies 
research in Africa.

Modjadji Matsepe is affiliated with University of Cape Town and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

This paper explores the historical underpinnings of contemporary governance challenges in South Africa within  
the broader context of African Studies. This study employs a qualitative analysis approach to examine archival  
documents  and  secondary  sources  for  insights  into  South  Africa’s  historical  development  and  its  impact  on 
contemporary governance. Historical data reveals that apartheid policies have left enduring legacies, influencing 
current socio-political dynamics and public administration structures in South Africa. The findings underscore the 
importance of acknowledging historical contexts to address present-day governance challenges effectively. Policy  
recommendations include integrating historical education into curricula and fostering intergenerational dialogue on 
apartheid’s impact for sustainable reform.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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