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Abstract

This paper explores the historical underpinnings of contemporary governance challenges in South Africa within
the broader context of African Studies. This study employs a qualitative analysis approach to examine archival
documents and secondary sources for insights into South Africa’s historical development and its impact on
contemporary governance. Historical data reveals that apartheid policies have left enduring legacies, influencing
current socio-political dynamics and public administration structures in South Africa. The findings underscore the
importance of acknowledging historical contexts to address present-day governance challenges effectively. Policy
recommendations include integrating historical education into curricula and fostering intergenerational dialogue on
apartheid’s impact for sustainable reform.
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