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Abstract

This study examines gender disparities in financial access for urban Nairobi microentrepreneurs by analysing data 
collected  from a  survey  conducted  between  and  ,  contributing  to  the  field  of  African  Studies.  A  year-long 
ethnographic  study  was  conducted  using  structured  interviews,  focus  group  discussions,  and  participant 
observation  among  microentrepreneurs  across  various  sectors  in  urban  Nairobi,  employing  a  mixed-methods 
approach. The findings reveal that women face significant barriers such as limited access to credit, discriminatory  
practices by financial institutions, and cultural norms discouraging female entrepreneurship. Women often report  
lower loan approval rates and higher interest rates compared to men for similar business needs. This ethnographic 
study highlights the persistent gender disparities in financial access among microentrepreneurs in urban Nairobi,  
providing insights into the socio-economic challenges faced by women in accessing formal financial services. 
Recommendations include advocating for policy reforms that address discriminatory practices within financial  
institutions  and  promoting  awareness  campaigns  to  challenge  cultural  norms  that  discourage  female 
entrepreneurship.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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