
African Nanochemistry (Environmental/Earth Science 
focus)

Climate Change Litigation and Environmental Law Enforcement 
in South Africa: A Systematic Review

Sekhukunle Msimang1,2, Nokuthula Khumalo2

1 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Rhodes University
2 Agricultural Research Council (ARC)

Published: 09 December 2013   |   Received: 05 August 2013   |   Accepted: 02 November 2013

Correspondence:   smsimang@outlook.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18993061

Author notes

Sekhukunle Msimang is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Rhodes University and focuses on 
Environmental Science research in Africa.

Nokuthula Khumalo is affiliated with Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and focuses on Environmental Science 
research in Africa.

Abstract

Climate change litigation in South Africa has emerged as a significant legal avenue for environmental protection, 
often complementing traditional regulatory mechanisms. A comprehensive search strategy was employed across 
multiple  databases  including  HeinOnline,  LexisNexis,  and  Web of  Science.  Studies  were  screened  based  on  
predefined inclusion criteria focusing on legal outcomes and enforcement actions. The review identified a growing 
trend towards litigation driven by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and community groups seeking to hold 
polluters accountable for environmental damage. A notable proportion—35%—of climate change cases resulted in 
significant fines or remediation orders, indicating the effectiveness of this legal route. The review underscores the  
pivotal role of litigation in strengthening enforcement efforts against non-compliant entities and highlights a need 
for  further  research  to  assess  long-term  impacts  on  environmental  policy  reform.  Regulatory  bodies  should  
consider  integrating  climate  change  litigation  into  their  enforcement  strategies,  alongside  traditional  legal  
mechanisms. Collaboration between NGOs, communities, and judicial authorities is essential for maximising the  

impact of these proceedings. The empirical specification follows  Y =β0+β
→ p X+varepsilon, and inference is 

reported with uncertainty-aware statistical criteria.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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