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Abstract

Islamic scholarship in West Africa, particularly in Nigeria, has a rich history that spans centuries. This tradition is
deeply intertwined with local cultures and languages, making it an important area of study within the field of Arts
& Humanities. The study employs a critical review approach, synthesizing existing literature from various sources
including historical records, academic articles, and interviews with contemporary scholars. The analysis is
structured around thematic categories such as education, religious practice, and cultural integration. A significant
finding is the presence of multiple Islamic schools in Nigeria that have maintained their scholarly traditions over
generations. These institutions not only impart traditional knowledge but also contribute to modern educational
reforms by integrating local customs into their curricula. The historiographical analysis reveals a resilient and
evolving tradition of Islamic scholarship in West Africa, highlighting its role as both an anchor for cultural
continuity and a catalyst for intellectual growth within the region. Policy recommendations include supporting
existing scholarly institutions to ensure they continue their vital work, while also encouraging the integration of
traditional knowledge with contemporary educational methodologies.
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