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Abstract

Mentorship programmes are recognised as effective strategies in reducing school dropout rates, particularly among
vulnerable student populations such as those from disadvantaged backgrounds. The study employed a comparative
analysis of existing literature, qualitative interviews with educators and students, and review of relevant
educational policies. A notable finding was the significant increase in dropout rates among students from rural
areas who did not participate in mentorship programmes compared to those who did. This theme emerged as a key
indicator for future policy development. Mentorship programmes have shown promise in mitigating school
dropout rates, particularly when tailored to address specific needs of marginalized student groups. Investment
should be prioritised in developing and sustaining mentorship programmes targeted at rural and economically
disadvantaged students to further reduce dropout rates.
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