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Abstract

In rural Liberia, low literacy rates present a persistent challenge to the correct dosing of antimalarial drugs by
community caregivers. Text-based medication labels are often misunderstood, leading to incorrect administration
and risks of under-dosing or toxicity. This review examines a book analysing a pictogram-based labelling
intervention designed to address this issue in Bomi County. This review aims to critically assess the book’s
analysis of a low-literacy pictogram intervention for antimalarial drugs. Its objectives are to evaluate the book’s
presentation of the intervention’s design, its field implementation, and its reported impact on caregiver
comprehension and dosing accuracy in a resource-limited setting. The review employs a critical appraisal
methodology. It evaluates the book’s structure, the coherence of its arguments, and the robustness of the evidence
presented from the field study. The assessment considers the clarity of the pictogram design process, the training
methods for caregivers, and the techniques used to measure outcomes. The book provides a compelling case study,
demonstrating that well-designed pictograms significantly improved dosing comprehension. A key finding is that
caregivers using pictogram labels were substantially less likely to make dangerous dosing errors than those using
text-only instructions. The book is noted for its practical focus but lacks an in-depth discussion of long-term
sustainability. The book makes a valuable contribution to the literature on health communication in low-resource
settings. It successfully argues that visually intuitive labelling is a crucial component for the safe community-
based management of malaria and potentially other common illnesses. The review recommends the book for
public health practitioners, programme designers, and policymakers working in similar contexts. It suggests that
future work should expand on strategies for integrating such pictogram systems into national pharmaceutical
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supply chains and caregiver training programmes. pictograms, health literacy, medication labelling, antimalarials,
community case management, Liberia, public health communication. This review synthesises the book’s key
arguments and evidence, offering a critical evaluation of its contribution to practical strategies for improving drug
safety in low-literacy communities.
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