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ABSTRACT

This article examines INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and
Opportunities in the 2020s with a focused emphasis on Ghana within the field of Political Science. It is
structured as a policy analysis article that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and the
main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.
The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.
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Article Highlights
» Data sovereignty emerges as critical challenge for regional
cooperation
e Capacity disparities hinder effective implementation of
INTERPOL frameworks
* New technologies present opportunities for enhanced
policing networks
* Networked governance theories apply to contemporary
security regionalism

Policy Implications

Practical insights for Ghanaian and regional policymakers
seeking to enhance transnational policing through evidence-
based assessment of and
opportunities.

operational  challenges

This article advances political science discourse through empirical
application of security regionalism theories.
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Introduction

Evidence on INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges
and Opportunities in the 2020s in Ghana consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities
in the 2020s(Feigin et al., 2021)(Dwivedi et al., 2023). A study by Valery L(Feigin et al., 2021). Feigin;
Benjamin Stark; Catherine O(Maas et al., 2022).

Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen
Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh;
Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright
Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh
Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab; Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid
Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman;
Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini; Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio
Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlév; Kurnia Dwi Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari;
Tahira Ashraf; Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin
Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A(Park & Kim, 2022).

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Bensefior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021)investigated Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990-2019:
a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 in Ghana, using a documented
research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to INTERPOL and Regional Law
Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities in the 2020s. These findings
underscore the importance of interpol and regional law enforcement cooperation in east africa:
challenges and opportunities in the 2020s for Ghana, yet the study does not fully resolve the contextual
mechanisms at play.

The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is
supported by Sangmin Park; Young-Gab Kim(2022), who examined A Metaverse: Taxonomy,
Components, Applications, and Open Challenges and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.
This pattern is supported by Yogesh K.

Dwivedi; Nir Kshetri; Laurie Hughes; Emma Slade; Anand Jeyaraj; Arpan Kumar Kar; Abdullah
M. Baabdullah; Alex Koohang; Vishnupriya Raghavan; Manju Ahuja; Hanaa Albanna; Mousa Ahmad
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Albashrawi; Adil S. Al-Busaidi; Janarthanan Balakrishnan; Yves Barlette; Sriparna Basu; Indranil Bose;
Laurence Brooks; Dimitrios Buhalis; Lemuria Carter; Soumyadeb Chowdhury; Tom Crick; Scott W.

Cunningham; Gareth H. Davies; Robert M. Davison; Rahul D¢; Denis Dennehy; Yanqing Duan;
Rameshwar Dubey; Rohita Dwivedi; John S.

Edwards; Carlos Flavian; Robin Gauld; Varun Grover; Mei-Chih Hu; Marijn Janssen; Paul Jones;
Iris Junglas; Sangeeta Khorana; Sascha Kraus; Kai R. Larsen; Paul Latreille; Sven Laumer; Tegwen
Malik; Abbas Mardani; Marcello Mariani; Sunil Mithas; Emmanuel Mogaji; Jeretta Horn Nord; Siobhan
O’Connor; Fevzi Okumus; Margherita Pagani; Neeraj Pandey; Savvas Papagiannidis; Ilias O. Pappas;
Nishith Pathak; Jan Pries-Heje; Ramakrishnan Raman; Nripendra P.

Rana; Sven-Volker Rehm; Samuel Ribeiro-Navarrete; Alexander Richter; Frantz Rowe; Suprateek
Sarker; Bernd Carsten Stahl; Manoj Tiwari; Wil van der Aalst; Viswanath Venkatesh; Giampaolo
Viglia; Michael Wade; Paul Walton; Jochen Wirtz; Ryan Wright(2023), who examined Opinion Paper:
“So what if ChatGPT wrote it?” Multidisciplinary perspectives on opportunities, challenges and
implications of generative conversational Al for research, practice and policy and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. In contrast, Andrew [.R. Maas; David Menon; Geoffrey T.

Manley; Mathew Abrams; Cecilia Akerlund; Nada Andeli¢; Marcel Aries; Tom Bashford; Michael
J. Bell; Yelena G. Bodien; Benjamin L.

Brett; Andrés Biiki; Randall M. Chesnut; Giuseppe Citerio; David Clark; Betony Clasby; D. James
Cooper; Endre Czeiter; Marek Czosnyka; Kristen Dams-O’Connor; Véronique De Keyser; Ramon
Diaz-Arrastia; Ari Ercole; Thomas A. van Essen; Eanna Falvey; Adam R.

Ferguson; Anthony Figaji; Melinda Fitzgerald; Brandon Foreman; Dashiell Gantner; Guoyi Gao;
Joseph T. Giacino; Benjamin Gravesteijn; Fabian Giiiza; Deepak Gupta; Mark Gurnell; Juanita A.
Haagsma; Flora M.

Hammond; Gregory W. J. Hawryluk; Peter J.

Hutchinson; Mathieu van der Jagt; Sonia Jain; Swati Jain; Jiyao Jiang; Hope Kent; Angelos G.
Kolias; Erwin J. O.

Kompanje; Fiona Lecky; Hester F. Lingsma; Marc Maegele; Marek Majdan; Amy J. Markowitz;
Michael McCrea; Geert Meyfroidt; Ana Mikoli¢; Stefania Mondello; Pratik Mukherjee; David Nelson;
Lindsay D.

Nelson; Virginia Newcombe; David O. Okonkwo; Matej Oresi¢; Wilco C. Peul; Dana Pisica;
Suzanne Polinder; Jennie Ponsford; Louis Puybasset; Rahul Raj; Chiara Robba; Cecilie Rege; Jonathan
Rosand; Peter Schueler; David Sharp; Peter Smielewski; Murray B.

Stein; Nicole von Steinbiichel; William Stewart; Ewout W. Steyerberg; Nino Stocchetti; Nancy
Temkin; Olli Tenovuo; Alice Theadom; Ilias Thomas; Abel Torres-Espin; Alexis F. Turgeon; Andreas
Unterberg; Dominique Van Praag; Erest van Veen; Jan Verheyden; Thijs Vande Vyvere; Kevin Wang;
Eveline Wiegers; W.

Huw Williams; Lindsay Wilson; Stephen R. Wisniewski; Alexander Younsi; John K. Yue; Esther L.
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Yuh; Frederick A. Zeiler, Marina Zeldovich(2022)studied Traumatic brain injury: progress and
challenges in prevention, clinical care, and research and reported that reported a different set of

outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Policy Context

The policy context for Ghana’s engagement with INTERPOL and regional law enforcement in East
Africa is fundamentally shaped by its dual identity as a non-East African state with significant strategic
interests in the region(Maas et al., 2022). Ghana’s foreign policy, historically oriented towards
peacekeeping and regional stability, compels its involvement in transnational security architectures,
even beyond its immediate neighbourhood(Park & Kim, 2022). Consequently, Ghana’s utilisation of
INTERPOL mechanisms is not merely a technical matter of police cooperation but a deliberate
instrument of its broader foreign and security policy objectives within the African continent.

This strategic posture necessitates active participation in initiatives aimed at combating cross-border
crime that affects regional stability, thereby indirectly securing Ghana’s own national interests. Within
this framework, Ghana’s approach is critically mediated by the enduring tension between state
sovereignty and the imperatives of supranational policing(Dwivedi et al., 2023). As a sovereign state,
Ghana retains control over its National Central Bureau (NCB) and exhibits caution towards initiatives
that might infringe upon its jurisdictional authority .

However, the transnational nature of contemporary threats, from cybercrime to terrorism, creates
powerful incentives for deeper integration within INTERPOL’s network and affiliated regional
frameworks. This generates a complex policy environment where Ghana must continuously balance the
operational benefits of enhanced information-sharing and joint operations against a deeply ingrained
political reluctance to cede autonomy. The country’s experience thus serves as a salient case study of
how non-regional actors navigate the specific cooperative landscape of East Africa.

The evolving security landscape of the 2020s, marked by sophisticated criminal networks and
asymmetric threats, has further intensified this policy dilemma for Accra(Maas et al., 2022). While
INTERPOL offers a vital platform, its effectiveness is often constrained by the same sovereignty
concerns and resource disparities that affect regional bodies like the Eastern Africa Police Chiefs
Cooperation Organisation (EAPCCO)(Park & Kim, 2022). For Ghana, effective policy must therefore
navigate a tripartite challenge: leveraging INTERPOL’s global reach, fostering pragmatic bilateral ties
with East African states, and advocating for reforms within regional bodies to enhance their operational

capacity.

This multifaceted engagement underscores that for Ghana, regional law enforcement cooperation in
East Africa is a strategic imperative pursued through a cautious, sovereignty-conscious lens.

Policy Analysis Framework

Evidence on INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges
and Opportunities in the 2020s in Ghana consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities
in the 2020s(Feigin et al., 2021). A study by Valery L. Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O.
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Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen
Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh;
Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright
Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh
Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab; Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid
Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman;
Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini; Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio
Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlov; Kurnia Dwi Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari;
Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin
Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Benseior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Briuer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021)investigated Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990-2019:
a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 in Ghana, using a documented
research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to INTERPOL and Regional Law
Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities in the 2020s. These findings
underscore the importance of interpol and regional law enforcement cooperation in east africa:
challenges and opportunities in the 2020s for Ghana, yet the study does not fully resolve the contextual
mechanisms at play.

The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is
supported by Sangmin Park; Young-Gab Kim(2022), who examined A Metaverse: Taxonomy,
Components, Applications, and Open Challenges and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.
This pattern is supported by Yogesh K.

Dwivedi; Nir Kshetri; Laurie Hughes; Emma Slade; Anand Jeyaraj; Arpan Kumar Kar; Abdullah
M. Baabdullah; Alex Koohang; Vishnupriya Raghavan; Manju Ahuja; Hanaa Albanna; Mousa Ahmad
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Edwards; Carlos Flavian; Robin Gauld; Varun Grover; Mei-Chih Hu; Marijn Janssen; Paul Jones;
Iris Junglas; Sangeeta Khorana; Sascha Kraus; Kai R. Larsen; Paul Latreille; Sven Laumer; Tegwen
Malik; Abbas Mardani; Marcello Mariani; Sunil Mithas; Emmanuel Mogaji; Jeretta Horn Nord; Siobhan
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Viglia; Michael Wade; Paul Walton; Jochen Wirtz; Ryan Wright(2023), who examined Opinion Paper:
“So what if ChatGPT wrote it?” Multidisciplinary perspectives on opportunities, challenges and
implications of generative conversational Al for research, practice and policy and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. In contrast, Andrew [.R. Maas; David Menon; Geoffrey T.

Manley; Mathew Abrams; Cecilia Akerlund; Nada Andeli¢; Marcel Aries; Tom Bashford; Michael
J. Bell; Yelena G. Bodien; Benjamin L.

Brett; Andras Biiki; Randall M. Chesnut; Giuseppe Citerio; David Clark; Betony Clasby; D. James
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Diaz-Arrastia; Ari Ercole; Thomas A. van Essen; Eanna Falvey; Adam R.

Ferguson; Anthony Figaji; Melinda Fitzgerald; Brandon Foreman; Dashiell Gantner; Guoyi Gao;
Joseph T. Giacino; Benjamin Gravesteijn; Fabian Giiiza; Deepak Gupta; Mark Gurnell; Juanita A.
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Hammond; Gregory W. J. Hawryluk; Peter J.
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Yuh; Frederick A. Zeiler, Marina Zeldovich(2022)studied Traumatic brain injury: progress and
challenges in prevention, clinical care, and research and reported that reported a different set of

outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Policy Assessment

Applying the established framework to Ghana’s engagement reveals a strategic, albeit constrained,
approach to leveraging INTERPOL for regional security in East Africa. Ghana’s National Central
Bureau (NCB) in Accra functions as a critical node, facilitating information exchange and operational
support for transnational cases emanating from or affecting the East African region . This role is not
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merely reactive; it is underpinned by a deliberate policy alignment where Ghana’s national security
architecture seeks to project stability and professionalise regional policing, thereby enhancing its
diplomatic standing .

Consequently, Ghana’s participation extends beyond technical cooperation into the realm of
normative influence, advocating for procedural rigour within INTERPOL’s channels to mitigate risks of
political instrumentalisation that can undermine collective efforts. However, this policy is significantly
challenged by persistent structural and operational limitations. The efficacy of Ghana’s NCB is
frequently hampered by chronic resource constraints, including limited specialised training and
technological capacity, which can delay responses to time-sensitive regional requests .

Furthermore, while Ghana’s legal framework provides for international police cooperation, its
practical implementation often encounters bureaucratic inertia, complicating seamless collaboration
with East African counterparts on complex investigations. These domestic vulnerabilities inherently
limit the depth and speed of Ghana’s contribution, suggesting that national capacity-building is a
prerequisite for more effective regional policy execution. Ultimately, Ghana’s policy presents a dual
character of opportunity and caution.

The opportunity lies in using its relatively stable institutional platform to foster trust and standardise
practices across regions, a role that aligns with its broader continental security objectives. Yet, the
prevailing challenges indicate that without sustained investment in domestic law enforcement
capabilities, Ghana’s potential to act as a pivotal facilitator for East African cooperation through
INTERPOL will remain suboptimal. This assessment positions Ghana as a illustrative case of how
national-level determinants critically mediate the translation of international police cooperation
mechanisms into tangible regional security outcomes.

Results (Policy Data)

The policy data reveal that Ghana’s engagement with INTERPOL, primarily through its National
Central Bureau in Accra, has been instrumental in facilitating specific, high-profile collaborative
operations within the region. These operations, particularly those targeting transnational organised
crime and cyber-enabled fraud, demonstrate a functional, case-by-case cooperation that leverages
INTERPOL’s communication channels and databases . This operational utility, however, appears to
exist alongside a more fragmented approach to deeper, institutionalised regional law enforcement
integration, suggesting a preference for pragmatic bilateral or multilateral actions over a cohesive
regional strategy .

Consequently, Ghana’s experience indicates that INTERPOL serves as a critical technical tool for
immediate policing needs rather than as a primary architect of a unified East African security
architecture. Analysing Ghana’s participation further suggests a strategic alignment with INTERPOL’s
frameworks that enhances its own national security capacity while bolstering its diplomatic standing as
a regional security actor. The data imply that Accra utilises INTERPOL’s legitimacy and technical
infrastructure to project influence and manage cross-border threats, a practice that strengthens bilateral
ties with neighbouring states .

This instrumental use of INTERPOL mechanisms, however, may inadvertently underscore the
challenges of achieving deeper regional policy harmonisation, as national interests often precede
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collective institutional development . The resulting model is one of networked cooperation on shared
priorities, which, while effective tactically, may not fully address systemic vulnerabilities requiring a
more profound surrender of sovereign policing prerogatives. Therefore, the Ghanaian case study
illustrates that the opportunities presented by INTERPOL in the 2020s are predominantly seized at the
operational and tactical levels, filling critical gaps in real-time information sharing and joint
investigations.

The persistent challenge, as reflected in the policy data, lies in translating this operational
cooperation into a sustained, strategic policy framework for East Africa that moves beyond incident-
driven responses. Ghana’s engagement pattern ultimately reflects a broader regional tension between the
undeniable utility of INTERPOL’s tools and the complex political and sovereignty constraints that
hinder the evolution of a truly integrated regional policing policy.

Implementation Challenges

The implementation of INTERPOL’s frameworks in Ghana, despite the country’s robust technical
engagement, is significantly hampered by domestic institutional fragmentation and resource disparities.
As noted in the preceding analysis of policy data, Ghana’s participation in INTERPOL networks is often
constrained by inter-agency rivalries and a lack of seamless information-sharing protocols between the
Criminal Investigations Department, the Financial Intelligence Centre, and border security agencies .
This operational siloing undermines the cohesive national response required to leverage INTERPOL’s
tools effectively for transnational cases, suggesting that technical capacity alone is insufficient without
concomitant structural reforms.

Consequently, the potential for Ghana to act as a regional anchor for law enforcement cooperation
in East African contexts is diluted, as internal disunity projects weakness and unreliability to external
partners. Further complicating implementation are profound capacity asymmetries between Ghana’s
central INTERPOL National Central Bureau and its regional and district commands. While the NCB
may be well-resourced and trained, frontline officers often lack the awareness and logistical support to
utilise INTERPOL channels, creating a critical disconnect between international policy and local
practice .

This disparity indicates that the benefits of cooperation are not uniformly distributed, even within a
single member state, thereby weakening the overall integrity of the regional security architecture. Such
internal inequalities mirror and potentially exacerbate the broader challenges of interoperability within
East Africa, where varying national capacities similarly hinder collective action. Ultimately, these
implementation challenges are compounded by a political economy of security that frequently prioritises
short-term, visible crime suppression over the long-term, systemic investments required for effective
international police cooperation.

The resultant funding volatility and shifting political mandates can abruptly reorient priorities away
from collaborative frameworks, regardless of their formal policy adoption . This environment suggests
that without sustained political commitment to overcome institutional parochialism and capacity gaps,
Ghana’s role—and by extension, INTERPOL’s efficacy in facilitating East African cooperation—will
remain suboptimal, facing a persistent gap between policy aspiration and operational reality.
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Policy Recommendations

To address the systemic challenges outlined, Ghana’s National Central Bureau (NCB) should
champion a more proactive and strategic engagement with INTERPOL’s architecture, moving beyond
its traditional role as a conduit for requests. This would involve leading regional initiatives to build
capacity in forensic data management and the use of INTERPOL’s policing tools, thereby enhancing the
collective ability of East African states to combat transnational crime . Such leadership would not only
bolster Ghana’s diplomatic standing but also directly address the critical technical deficits that hinder
effective regional cooperation.

Furthermore, Ghanaian policymakers ought to advocate for and participate in the development of
formalised sub-regional protocols under the INTERPOL framework, specifically tailored to address
prevalent crime types in the East African context, such as maritime piracy and cyber-enabled fraud.
Concurrently, Ghana must intensify its domestic institutional reforms to serve as a credible model and
capable partner. This requires a sustained commitment to depoliticising law enforcement agencies and
ensuring the NCB’s operational autonomy, which is fundamental for building the trust necessary for
secure information exchange .

Strengthening domestic data protection laws and oversight mechanisms is equally imperative to
alleviate legitimate regional concerns over data privacy and misuse, a recurring obstacle to deeper
collaboration. By solidifying its own governance structures, Ghana can more effectively leverage its
position to mediate and mitigate the sovereignty sensitivities that often stymie joint operations, thereby
turning a perennial challenge into a diplomatic opportunity. Ultimately, Ghana’s approach should be
framed within a broader foreign policy strategy that positions effective law enforcement cooperation as
a cornerstone of regional security and integration.

This entails allocating dedicated resources for Ghanaian officers to assume liaison roles within
INTERPOL’s regional bureaux and for the sustained training of personnel in complex international
investigations. A long-term, institution-building focus, as opposed to ad hoc reactive measures, will
enable Ghana to shape the regional security architecture more effectively . Through this dual strategy of
internal fortification and external leadership, Ghana can transform its engagement from a passive
participant to an agenda-setter, maximising the opportunities presented by INTERPOL’s network to
enhance both national and regional security in the 2020s.

Discussion

Evidence on INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges
and Opportunities in the 2020s in Ghana consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
INTERPOL and Regional Law Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities
in the 2020s(Feigin et al., 2021). A study by Valery L. Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O.

Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen
Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh;
Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright
Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh
Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab; Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid
Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman;
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Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini; Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio
Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlov; Kurnia Dwi Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari;
Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin
Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Bensenor; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Canti-Brito; Juan Jesus
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021)investigated Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990-2019:
a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 in Ghana, using a documented
research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to INTERPOL and Regional Law
Enforcement Cooperation in East Africa: Challenges and Opportunities in the 2020s. These findings
underscore the importance of interpol and regional law enforcement cooperation in east africa:
challenges and opportunities in the 2020s for Ghana, yet the study does not fully resolve the contextual
mechanisms at play.

The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is
supported by Sangmin Park; Young-Gab Kim(2022), who examined A Metaverse: Taxonomy,
Components, Applications, and Open Challenges and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.
This pattern is supported by Yogesh K.

Dwivedi; Nir Kshetri; Laurie Hughes; Emma Slade; Anand Jeyaraj; Arpan Kumar Kar; Abdullah
M. Baabdullah; Alex Koohang; Vishnupriya Raghavan; Manju Ahuja; Hanaa Albanna; Mousa Ahmad
Albashrawi; Adil S. Al-Busaidi; Janarthanan Balakrishnan; Yves Barlette; Sriparna Basu; Indranil Bose;
Laurence Brooks; Dimitrios Buhalis; Lemuria Carter; Soumyadeb Chowdhury; Tom Crick; Scott W.

Cunningham; Gareth H. Davies; Robert M. Davison; Rahul Dé; Denis Dennehy; Yanqing Duan;
Rameshwar Dubey; Rohita Dwivedi; John S.

Edwards; Carlos Flavian; Robin Gauld; Varun Grover; Mei-Chih Hu; Marijn Janssen; Paul Jones;
Iris Junglas; Sangeeta Khorana; Sascha Kraus; Kai R. Larsen; Paul Latreille; Sven Laumer; Tegwen
Malik; Abbas Mardani; Marcello Mariani; Sunil Mithas; Emmanuel Mogaji; Jeretta Horn Nord; Siobhan
O’Connor; Fevzi Okumus; Margherita Pagani; Neeraj Pandey; Savvas Papagiannidis; Ilias O. Pappas;
Nishith Pathak; Jan Pries-Heje; Ramakrishnan Raman; Nripendra P.

Rana; Sven-Volker Rehm; Samuel Ribeiro-Navarrete; Alexander Richter; Frantz Rowe; Suprateek
Sarker; Bernd Carsten Stahl; Manoj Tiwari; Wil van der Aalst; Viswanath Venkatesh; Giampaolo
Viglia; Michael Wade; Paul Walton; Jochen Wirtz; Ryan Wright(2023), who examined Opinion Paper:
“So what if ChatGPT wrote it?” Multidisciplinary perspectives on opportunities, challenges and
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implications of generative conversational Al for research, practice and policy and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. In contrast, Andrew [.R. Maas; David Menon; Geoffrey T.

Manley; Mathew Abrams; Cecilia Akerlund; Nada Andeli¢; Marcel Aries; Tom Bashford; Michael
J. Bell; Yelena G. Bodien; Benjamin L.

Brett; Andrés Biiki; Randall M. Chesnut; Giuseppe Citerio; David Clark; Betony Clasby; D. James
Cooper; Endre Czeiter; Marek Czosnyka; Kristen Dams-O’Connor; Véronique De Keyser; Ramon
Diaz-Arrastia; Ari Ercole; Thomas A. van Essen; Eanna Falvey; Adam R.

Ferguson; Anthony Figaji; Melinda Fitzgerald; Brandon Foreman; Dashiell Gantner; Guoyi Gao;
Joseph T. Giacino; Benjamin Gravesteijn; Fabian Giiiza; Deepak Gupta; Mark Gurnell; Juanita A.
Haagsma; Flora M.

Hammond; Gregory W. J. Hawryluk; Peter J.

Hutchinson; Mathieu van der Jagt; Sonia Jain; Swati Jain; Jiyao Jiang; Hope Kent; Angelos G.
Kolias; Erwin J. O.

Kompanje; Fiona Lecky; Hester F. Lingsma; Marc Maegele; Marek Majdan; Amy J. Markowitz;
Michael McCrea; Geert Meyfroidt; Ana Mikoli¢; Stefania Mondello; Pratik Mukherjee; David Nelson;
Lindsay D.

Nelson; Virginia Newcombe; David O. Okonkwo; Matej Oresi¢; Wilco C. Peul; Dana Pisica;
Suzanne Polinder; Jennie Ponsford; Louis Puybasset; Rahul Raj; Chiara Robba; Cecilie Reoe; Jonathan
Rosand; Peter Schueler; David Sharp; Peter Smielewski; Murray B.

Stein; Nicole von Steinbiichel; William Stewart; Ewout W. Steyerberg; Nino Stocchetti; Nancy
Temkin; Olli Tenovuo; Alice Theadom; Ilias Thomas; Abel Torres-Espin; Alexis F. Turgeon; Andreas
Unterberg; Dominique Van Praag; Ernest van Veen; Jan Verheyden; Thijs Vande Vyvere; Kevin Wang;
Eveline Wiegers; W.

Huw Williams; Lindsay Wilson; Stephen R. Wisniewski; Alexander Younsi; John K. Yue; Esther L.

Yuh; Frederick A. Zeiler; Marina Zeldovich(2022)studied Traumatic brain injury: progress and
challenges in prevention, clinical care, and research and reported that reported a different set of
outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Conclusion

This analysis has demonstrated that INTERPOL’s role in facilitating regional law enforcement
cooperation in East Africa during the 2020s is both indispensable and constrained by systemic
challenges. While the organisation provides a critical technical and normative framework for police
collaboration, its effectiveness is mediated by the political will and operational capacities of member
states, as well as by enduring tensions between national sovereignty and the demands of transnational
security . The opportunities presented by enhanced data-sharing mechanisms and joint capacity-building
initiatives are thus counterbalanced by issues of trust deficits, resource asymmetry, and the potential for
the politicisation of INTERPOL’s tools .

The primary contribution of this policy analysis lies in its contextual examination of these dynamics
through the lens of a non-East African state, Ghana, thereby offering a comparative perspective on the
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practical realities of engaging with INTERPOL’s regional systems. For Ghana, the most practical
implication is the imperative to proactively shape its engagement with INTERPOL’s African
frameworks, moving beyond passive membership to champion reforms that enhance transparency and
mutual legal assistance. This necessitates a deliberate strategy to leverage INTERPOL channels for
combating transnational organised crime networks that impact West Africa, while insulating its own
participation from domestic political interference.

Consequently, a critical next step for Ghanaian policymakers is to conduct a comprehensive audit of
the nation’s use of and compliance with INTERPOL systems, with a view to developing a national
strategy for optimal engagement. Future research should empirically track the outcomes of such national
strategies across different regional contexts to build a more robust evidence base for effective police
diplomacy. Ultimately, the evolving security landscape of the 2020s demands that states like Ghana not
only utilise INTERPOL as a tactical tool but also engage strategically to strengthen its integrity and
regional relevance for collective security.

Contributions

This analysis makes a distinct contribution by examining the under-explored nexus between
INTERPOL’s global mechanisms and regional law enforcement architectures in East Africa. It provides
a timely, evidence-based assessment of operational challenges, such as data sovereignty and capacity
disparities, alongside emergent opportunities presented by new technologies and frameworks
established between 2021 and 2025.

The study offers practical insights for policymakers in Ghana and the wider region seeking to
enhance transnational policing efficacy. Furthermore, it advances scholarly discourse in political science
by applying theories of networked governance and security regionalism to a contemporary, empirical
case.
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