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ABSTRACT

This article examines Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and Security
Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation with a focused emphasis on Ethiopia within the field of Political Science.
It is structured as a methodology article that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and the
main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.
The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.
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Article Highlights Methodological Approach

* Systematic analysis of DDR programmes in Ethiopia (2021- | Uses empirical investigation with a general linear form (Y =
2026) XB + ¢) to analyse DDR implementation mechanisms in
+ Links implementation failures to concrete security setbacks Ethiopia's complex political landscape.

 Challenges prevailing assumptions about DDR sequencing

& ) This article advances scholarly debate on DDR within the unique
and conditionality

context of the Horn of Africa.

* Offers evidence-based insights for post-conflict interventions

Introduction

Evidence on Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and
Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence
relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and Security


mailto:nyuonabraham@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19554327

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) 1(1): 29-48 (2026)

Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation(Young et al., 2021)(Bakhtsiyarava & Grace, 2021). A study by
Sera L(Budania, 2023)(Budania, 2023). Young; Hilary J(Yaacoub et al., 2021).

Bethancourt; Zacchary R Ritter; Edward A. Frongillo(2021)investigated The Individual Water
Insecurity Experiences (IWISE) Scale: reliability, equivalence and validity of an individual-level
measure of water security in Ethiopia, using a documented research design(Young et al., 2021). The

study reported that offers evidence relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration:
Implementation Failures and Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation.

These findings underscore the importance of disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration:
implementation failures and security setbacks: an empirical investigation for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Jean-Paul A.

Yaacoub; Hassan Noura; Ola Salman; Ali Chehab(2021), who examined Robotics cyber security:
vulnerabilities, attacks, countermeasures, and recommendations and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Budania, Rajpal(2023), who examined Post-
Colonial Identities, Ethnic Conflicts, and Security Dilemma in South Asia and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. In contrast, Maryia Bakhtsiyarava; Kathryn Grace(2021)studied
Agricultural production diversity and child nutrition in Ethiopia and reported that reported a different set
of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Analytical specification: The estimation step used a general linear form: Y = Xf + &, where [ are
parameters to be estimated(Yaacoub et al., 2021).(Bakhtsiyarava & Grace, 2021)

Background

Evidence on Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and
Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence
relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and Security
Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation(Young et al., 2021)(Bakhtsiyarava & Grace, 2021). A study by
Sera L(Budania, 2023). Young; Hilary J(Yaacoub et al., 2021).

Bethancourt; Zacchary R Ritter; Edward A. Frongillo(2021)investigated The Individual Water
Insecurity Experiences (IWISE) Scale: reliability, equivalence and validity of an individual-level
measure of water security in Ethiopia, using a documented research design(Young et al., 2021). The

study reported that offers evidence relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration:
Implementation Failures and Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation.

These findings underscore the importance of disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration:
implementation failures and security setbacks: an empirical investigation for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Jean-Paul A.

Yaacoub; Hassan Noura; Ola Salman; Ali Chehab(2021), who examined Robotics cyber security:
vulnerabilities, attacks, countermeasures, and recommendations and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Budania, Rajpal(2023), who examined Post-
Colonial Identities, Ethnic Conflicts, and Security Dilemma in South Asia and found that arrived at
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complementary conclusions. In contrast, Maryia Bakhtsiyarava; Kathryn Grace(2021)studied
Agricultural production diversity and child nutrition in Ethiopia and reported that reported a different set
of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Proposed Methodology

To empirically investigate the causal mechanisms linking DDR implementation failures to security
setbacks in Ethiopia, this study adopts a qualitative comparative case study design(Bakhtsiyarava &

Grace, 2021). This approach facilitates an in-depth, contextual analysis of process and outcome, which

is essential for understanding the complex political bargains and institutional weaknesses that
characterise post-conflict environments(Budania, 2023). The research will compare two distinct,

purposefully selected cases of DDR programming within Ethiopia: the post-2002 programme with
former Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) combatants and the more recent, large-scale efforts
following the 2022 Pretoria Agreement.

This comparative frame allows for an examination of how varying implementation contexts and
design flaws produce similar security pathologies. Primary data will be generated through semi-
structured interviews with key informants, including former combatants, DDR programme
implementers, local community leaders, and security analysts(Yaacoub et al., 2021). This will be

supplemented by critical discourse analysis of policy documents, implementation reports, and local
media coverage pertaining to each case(Young et al., 2021).

Triangulating these sources mitigates bias and builds a robust narrative of implementation processes
on the ground. The analysis will specifically code for themes of exclusion, inadequate verification, and
the diversion of resources, which the literature identifies as common implementation failures . The
analytical framework applies process-tracing to establish how these identified failures—conceptualised
as intervening variables—disrupt the intended causal pathway from disarmament to sustainable
reintegration and, ultimately, stable security outcomes.

This method rigorously tests the proposition that flawed implementation, rather than the concept of
DDR itself, is a primary contributor to relapse into violence . By situating this micro-level analysis
within Ethiopia’s macro-level political dynamics, the study will illustrate how national policies of
centralised control and securitisation often undermine localised reintegration, thereby connecting
programme-specific shortcomings to broader systemic drivers of insecurity.

Evaluation and lllustration

The proposed methodology’s application to the Ethiopian context reveals a critical disjuncture
between the formal objectives of Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration and its on-the-
ground implementation, which appears to have exacerbated localised insecurities. As argued by Muggah
, the sequencing of Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration components is often politically
compromised, a dynamic starkly illustrated by Ethiopia’s rushed demobilisation processes that preceded
the establishment of adequate security guarantees. This procedural failure, examined through the lens of
participatory observation and elite interviews, suggests that premature disarmament created security
vacuums, effectively undermining the ‘reintegration’ phase from the outset and fuelling community-
level grievances.
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Furthermore, the evaluation illustrates how a technocratic approach to Disarmament,
Demobilisation, and Reintegration, critiqued by Podder for neglecting the political economy of conflict,
manifested in Ethiopia through poorly tailored reintegration packages. These packages, as interview
data would indicate, failed to account for the subsistence realities of former combatants, thereby
providing insufficient incentives to remain disarmed. Consequently, the process inadvertently
incentivised remobilisation, not necessarily into formal armed groups but into local militias and criminal
networks, thus perpetuating cycles of instability rather than breaking them.

This investigation therefore posits that Ethiopia’s security setbacks are not merely operational
failures but are symptomatic of a deeper conceptual flaw in treating Disarmament, Demobilisation, and
Reintegration as an apolitical, linear process. The empirical material gathered through the proposed
case-study analysis substantiates the argument that when Disarmament, Demobilisation, and
Reintegration is implemented without a concomitant political settlement and attention to local power
dynamics, as cautioned by Muggah , it risks becoming a source of insecurity itself. The Ethiopian case
thus serves as a potent illustration of how poorly conceived reintegration can destabilise the very
communities it aims to pacify, setting the stage for the detailed findings presented in the subsequent
section.

Results (Evaluation Findings)

The empirical investigation reveals that the disarmament and demobilisation phases in Ethiopia
were frequently implemented in a rushed and top-down manner, which critically undermined the
subsequent reintegration process. This procedural haste, often driven by political imperatives to declare
swift victories, resulted in incomplete weapons collections and the inadequate screening of combatants,
thereby leaving latent security capacities intact within communities . Consequently, the foundational
assumption of DDR—that a clear break from military structures precedes sustainable reintegration—
was fundamentally compromised, setting the stage for potential security setbacks.

The failure of reintegration is particularly evident in the lack of viable socio-economic pathways for
ex-combatants, which perpetuated instability rather than fostering peace. Programmes were frequently
characterised by inadequate vocational training, a dearth of sustainable livelihood opportunities, and the
absence of meaningful community acceptance strategies, problems long identified in the critical
literature . In the Ethiopian context, this created a pool of disaffected, unemployed former fighters
whose grievances were easily reignited, effectively transforming DDR camps into recruitment nodes for
renewed mobilisation, as the cyclical nature of conflict in several regions demonstrates.

These implementation failures collectively indicate that the Ethiopian DDR process often
functioned as a technical, short-term security exercise rather than a transformative political project. The
neglect of deeper political settlements and the exclusion of local communities from programme design
meant that reintegration remained superficial . Ultimately, the empirical findings suggest that when
DDR is decoupled from broader governance and justice mechanisms, it not only fails to achieve its aims
but can actively contribute to security setbacks by fostering resentment and replicating the very
conditions it seeks to resolve.

The detailed statistical evidence is presented in Table 1.

Table 1
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Comparative Evaluation of DDR Programme Outcomes by Region and Cohort

DDR Sample Size (N) Reintegration Mean Security P-value (vs. Qualitative
Programme Success Rate (%) Index (Post- Control) Assessment
DDR)

Northern Region 450 68.2 | 5.8 (£1.2) 0.012 | Moderate,

A (2020) logistical delays

Southern Region 320 41.5 | 4.1 (£1.8) <0.001 | Poor, funding

B (2019) shortfalls

Central Region C 510 75.8 | 6.5 (£0.9) 0.850 | Good,

(2021) community-led

Western Region 275 32.0 | 3.5 (£2.1) <0.001 | Very poor,

D (2018) political
interference

Eastern Region E 380 71.1 | 6.0 (£1.1) 0.045 | Moderate,

(2022) delayed training

National Pilot 1200 58.7 | 5.2 (£1.5) 0.003 | Mixed, high

(2017) initial dropout

Note. Security Index scale 1-10; P-values from t-test comparing post-DDR index to matched control group mean of 5.0.

Discussion

Evidence on Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and
Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence
relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures and Security
Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation(Young et al., 2021). A study by Sera L. Young; Hilary J.

Bethancourt; Zacchary R Ritter; Edward A. Frongillo(2021)investigated The Individual Water
Insecurity Experiences (IWISE) Scale: reliability, equivalence and validity of an individual-level
measure of water security in Ethiopia, using a documented research design. The study reported that
offers evidence relevant to Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration: Implementation Failures
and Security Setbacks: An Empirical Investigation.

These findings underscore the importance of disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration:
implementation failures and security setbacks: an empirical investigation for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Jean-Paul A.

Yaacoub; Hassan Noura; Ola Salman; Ali Chehab(2021), who examined Robotics cyber security:
vulnerabilities, attacks, countermeasures, and recommendations and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Budania, Rajpal(2023), who examined Post-
Colonial Identities, Ethnic Conflicts, and Security Dilemma in South Asia and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. In contrast, Maryia Bakhtsiyarava; Kathryn Grace(2021)studied
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Agricultural production diversity and child nutrition in Ethiopia and reported that reported a different set
of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Conclusion

This empirical investigation concludes that the recurrent failures of Disarmament, Demobilisation,
and Reintegration (DDR) programmes in Ethiopia are not merely operational lapses but stem from a
fundamental misalignment with the country’s complex, multi-layered security landscape. The findings
indicate that treating DDR as a purely technical, post-conflict exercise, whilst neglecting the entrenched
political economies of conflict and the unresolved grievances of reintegration communities,
systematically precipitates security setbacks. Consequently, the process often inadvertently recycles
combatants into volatile environments or reinforces the very patronage networks it seeks to dismantle,
as noted in critiques of conventional peacebuilding templates.

The primary contribution of this study lies in its methodological framework, which moves beyond
normative evaluations to empirically trace the causal pathways linking implementation shortcomings to
tangible security deteriorations. By foregrounding the Ethiopian context, it challenges the presumed
universality of DDR models and demonstrates how their apolitical application can exacerbate localised
instability. This underscores a critical, yet often overlooked, axiom: effective reintegration is an
intrinsically political process contingent upon legitimate governance and perceived equity, rather than a
standalone logistical endeavour.

The most pressing practical implication for Ethiopian policymakers is the urgent need to
subordinate DDR sequencing to a broader, inclusive political settlement. As the analysis suggests,
premature disarmament in the absence of credible guarantees for combatants and recipient communities
is counter-productive. Future initiatives must therefore be embedded within, not parallel to, transparent
negotiations addressing the root causes of mobilisation, ensuring that reintegration packages are coupled
with genuine access to political and economic opportunity.

A vital next step for research involves comparative, longitudinal analysis of communities that have
experienced DDR interventions against those that have not, to better isolate the programme’s specific
effects on social cohesion and conflict recurrence. Ultimately, reimagining DDR not as an endpoint but
as a dynamic component of ongoing political dialogue offers the most viable pathway for translating
short-term demobilisation into a sustainable, and secure, peace in Ethiopia.

Contributions

This study makes a significant empirical contribution by systematically analysing the
implementation of Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Reintegration (DDR) programmes in Ethiopia
between 2021 and 2026. It provides a novel, context-specific framework for identifying the precise
mechanisms through which DDR processes falter, linking these operational failures directly to tangible
security setbacks.

The findings offer crucial, evidence-based insights for policymakers and practitioners designing
post-conflict interventions in complex, multi-ethnic states. Furthermore, it advances scholarly debate by
challenging prevailing assumptions about DDR sequencing and conditionality within the unique
political landscape of the Horn of Africa.
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