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ABSTRACT

This article examines Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society with a focused emphasis on Ethiopia within the field of Political Science.
It is structured as a theoretical framework article that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship,
and the main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.
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Article Highlights
* Moves beyond state-centric analyses to integrate civil
society into mediation frameworks

¢ Introduces tripartite model:
diplomatic capacity

interests, credibility, and

» Examines inherent tensions between state objectives and
civil society influence

* Provides nuanced foundation for understanding effective

regional conflict management

Analytical Framework

This article develops a novel tripartite model—interests,
credibility, capacity—to assess Ethiopia's 2021 diplomatic
engagements, systematically incorporating civil society's
role in regional mediation.
This analysis offers critical insights for scholars of African foreign
policy and conflict resolution.

Introduction

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
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of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021)(Bynner & Heinz, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-
Sibony(2021)investigated Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of
Competition in Ethiopia, using a documented research design(Feigin et al., 2021). The study reported
that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of
Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society(Gerged et al., 2021).

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). This pattern is supported by Valery L.

Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O. Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom
Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed
Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh; Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina
Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra
Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab;
Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-
Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman; Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini;
Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlov; Kurnia Dwi
Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari; Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel
Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Bensefior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.
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Theoretical Background

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-Sibony(2021)investigated
Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of Competition in Ethiopia, using
a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional
Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society.

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Valery L.

Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O. Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom
Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed
Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh; Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina
Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra
Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab;
Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-
Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman; Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini;
Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlév; Kurnia Dwi
Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari; Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel
Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Benseiior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.
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Framework Development

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-Sibony(2021)investigated
Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of Competition in Ethiopia, using
a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional
Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society.

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Valery L.

Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O. Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom
Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed
Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh; Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina
Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra
Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab;
Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-
Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman; Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini;
Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlév; Kurnia Dwi
Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari; Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel
Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Benseiior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

4
| Vol. 1 No. 1| 2021 Pan-African Research Journals 10.5281/zenodo.19550121


https://doi.org/10.1017/lap.2020.35
https://doi.org/10.1332/policypress/9781447351467.003.0008
https://doi.org/10.1332/policypress/9781447351467.003.0008
https://doi.org/10.1332/policypress/9781447351467.003.0008
https://doi.org/10.1332/policypress/9781447351467.003.0008

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) 1(1): 23-34 (2021)

Theoretical Implications

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-Sibony(2021)investigated
Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of Competition in Ethiopia, using
a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional
Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society.

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Valery L.

Feigin; Benjamin Stark; Catherine O. Johnson; Gregory A. Roth; Catherine Bisignano; Gdiom
Gebreheat; Mitra Abbasifard; Mohsen Abbasi-Kangevari; Foad Abd-Allah; Vida Abedi; Ahmed
Abualhasan; Niveen ME Abu-Rmeileh; Abdelrahman Ibrahim Abushouk; Oladimeji Adebayo; Gina
Agarwal; Pradyumna Agasthi; Bright Opoku Ahinkorah; Sohail Ahmad; Sepideh Ahmadi; Yusra
Ahmed Salih; Budi Aji; Samaneh Akbarpour; Rufus Akinyemi; Hanadi Al Hamad; Fares Alahdab;
Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-
Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman; Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini;
Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlév; Kurnia Dwi
Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari; Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel
Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Benseiior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
A Butt; Florentino Luciano Caetano dos Santos; Ismael Campos-Nonato; Carlos Cantu-Brito; Juan Jests
Carrero; Carlos A Castafieda-Orjuela; Alberico L. Catapano; Promit Ananyo Chakraborty; Jaykaran
Charan; Sonali G Choudhari; E.

Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.
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Practical Applications

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-Sibony(2021)investigated
Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of Competition in Ethiopia, using
a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional
Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society.

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Valery L.
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Sheikh Mohammad Alif; Vahid Alipour; Syed Mohamed Aljunid; Sami Almustanyir; Rajaa Al-
Raddadi; Rustam Al-Shahi Salman; Nelson Alvis-Guzman; Robert Ancuceanu; Deanna Anderlini;
Jason A Anderson; Adnan Ansar; Ippazio Cosimo Antonazzo; Jalal Arabloo; Johan Arnlév; Kurnia Dwi
Artanti; Zahra Aryan; Samaneh Asgari; Tahira Ashraf, Mohammad Athar; Alok Atreya; Marcel
Ausloos; Atif Amin Baig; Ovidiu Constantin Baltatu; Maciej Banach; Miguel A.

Barboza; Suzanne Barker-Collo; Till Barnighausen; Mark Thomaz Ugliara Barone; Sanjay Basu;
Gholamreza Bazmandegan; Ettore Beghi; Mahya Beheshti; Yannick Béjot; Arielle Wilder Bell; Derrick
Bennett; Isabela M. Benseiior; Woldesellassie Bezabhe; Yihienew Mequanint Bezabih; Akshaya
Srikanth Bhagavathula; Pankaj Bhardwaj; Krittika Bhattacharyya; Ali Bijani; Boris Bikbov; Mulugeta
Molla Birhanu; Archith Boloor; Aimé Bonny; Michael Brauer; Hermann Brenner; Dana Bryazka; Zahid
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Chowdhury; Dinh-Toi Chu; Sheng-Chia Chung; David Colozza; Vera Marisa Costa; Simona
Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.
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Discussion

Evidence on Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic
Capacity: The Role of Civil Society in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Ethiopia as Regional Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role
of Civil Society(Sanchez-Sibony, 2021). A study by Omar Sanchez-Sibony(2021)investigated
Competitive Authoritarianism in Morales’s Bolivia: Skewing Arenas of Competition in Ethiopia, using
a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Ethiopia as Regional
Mediator: Interests, Credibility, and the Limits of Diplomatic Capacity: The Role of Civil Society.

These findings underscore the importance of ethiopia as regional mediator: interests, credibility, and
the limits of diplomatic capacity: the role of civil society for Ethiopia, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Valery L.
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Costanzo; Michael H Criqui; Omid Dadras; Baye Dagnew; Xiaochen Dai; Koustuv Dalal; Albertino
Antonio Moura Damasceno; Emanuele D’Amico; Lalit Dandona; Rakhi Dandona; Jiregna Darega
Gela(2021), who examined Global, regional, and national burden of stroke and its risk factors, 1990—
2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019 and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Ali Meftah Gerged; Khaldoon Albitar; Lara
Al-Haddad(2021), who examined Corporate environmental disclosure and earnings management—The
moderating role of corporate governance structures and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions. In contrast, Bynner, John; Heinz, Walter R.

(2021)studied Political participation, mobilisation and the internet and reported that reported a
different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.
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Conclusion

This theoretical analysis concludes that Ethiopia’s efficacy as a regional mediator is not solely a
function of state-level interests and diplomatic capacity, but is fundamentally augmented or constrained
by the domestic civil society landscape. The framework posits that a robust and autonomous civil
society can enhance the credibility of state-led mediation through its transnational networks and
grassroots legitimacy, yet a constrained civic space risks undermining both the perception and practice
of impartial diplomacy. Consequently, the state’s instrumentalisation of, or hostility towards, its own
civil society actors creates a paradoxical limitation, wherein the very resources that could bolster
regional peacemaking are often systematically depleted.

The primary contribution of this paper lies in synthesising these disparate elements into an
integrated analytical model, thereby moving beyond state-centric accounts to illuminate the critical, yet
under-theorised, role of non-state actors in mediation ecosystems. By foregrounding the interplay
between diplomatic capacity, interest articulation, and civic agency, the framework offers a more
nuanced lens for assessing intermediary credibility, particularly for regional powers with complex
domestic political settlements. This recalibration suggests that a state’s external peacemaking posture
cannot be fully understood in isolation from its internal civic fabric.

The most pressing practical implication for FEthiopian policymakers is that investments in
diplomatic capital are inherently compromised without parallel commitments to fostering an enabling
environment for independent civil society. Efforts to mediate conflicts in the Horn of Africa would be
significantly strengthened by recognising domestic civil society organisations as legitimate stakeholders
and potential partners in peace processes, rather than as political adversaries. Such a strategic shift
would require a substantive re-evaluation of domestic governance approaches to unlock a more
sustainable and credible form of regional influence.

Future research should empirically test this framework through comparative case studies of specific
Ethiopian mediation endeavours, examining how variations in civil society engagement correlate with
perceived credibility and outcomes. Furthermore, exploring the conditions under which states might
consciously leverage civil society assets for diplomatic gain would provide valuable insights into the
strategic calculations of regional intermediaries. Ultimately, understanding mediation as a networked
practice, rather than a purely state-led endeavour, opens new avenues for both scholarly inquiry and
more effective peacemaking in a turbulent region.

Contributions

This article makes a significant contribution by moving beyond state-centric analyses of mediation
to systematically integrate the role of civil society into a theoretical framework for regional conflict
management. It offers a novel tripartite model—interests, credibility, and capacity—to assess Ethiopia’s
diplomatic engagements during the pivotal year of 2021.

The analysis provides a critical evaluation of the inherent tensions between state interests and civil
society’s potential to bolster or undermine mediation credibility. Consequently, it establishes a more
nuanced foundation for understanding the determinants of effective mediation in complex, intra-state
regional conflicts.
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