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Abstract

Urbanization in Tanzania has accelerated rapidly over recent decades, leading to significant population growth in 
urban areas and informal settlements. These settlements often lack formal infrastructure and legal recognition, 
posing challenges for social welfare establishment. The study employs an analytical framework to assess existing  
policies and proposes recommendations based on current  literature and expert  insights.  A key finding is  that 
approximately  70% of  the  urban  population  lives  in  informal  settlements,  highlighting  the  need  for  targeted 
interventions to improve access to social services such as education and healthcare. The analysis underscores the 
necessity for inclusive policies that address the unique needs of informal settlement dwellers to enhance their 
integration into formal society and welfare systems. Specific recommendations include prioritising infrastructure  
development  in  informal  settlements,  implementing  targeted  educational  programmes,  and  establishing 
community-based health care facilities to improve service delivery.
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