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Abstract

Traditional governance structures have been a significant aspect of Southern African societies for centuries,
influencing contemporary political systems and social dynamics. Linda Mthethwa employs a qualitative research
approach, analysing historical documents and contemporary policy analyses as primary sources. Mthethwa
highlights the complex interplay between indigenous leadership systems and Western democracy, noting a notable
trend towards hybrid governance models in South Africa. The review concludes that Mthethwa's work provides
valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities of reconciling traditional authority with contemporary
democratic processes. Further research should explore the impact of these hybrid models on socio-economic
development and political stability in Southern African countries.
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