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Abstract

This study examines the employment outcomes of youth who participated in vocational training programmes
within South Africa’s informal markets. A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining quantitative data
from surveys with qualitative insights from in-depth interviews conducted among trainees and employers. Forty
percent of participants secured formal sector jobs six months post-training, while the remainder found employment
within informal markets. Themes included skill mismatch and insufficient support for job placement. The findings
suggest that additional training focusing on skills relevant to the labour market and improved support services are
necessary for enhancing long-term employment success. Policy recommendations include integrating vocational
training with formal sector recruitment processes and providing tailored support for both employers and trainees.
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