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Abstract

Youth in urban Cameroon face significant challenges related to identity formation and political participation,
reflecting broader societal issues. The study employed qualitative research techniques including participant
observation, semi-structured interviews, and focus group discussions to understand the lived experiences of young
people in urban settings. Youth participants articulated diverse but often intersecting identities based on ethnicity,
class, gender, and religion. Political engagement was characterized by a mix of civic duties and activism across
various sectors. The ethnographic findings highlight the complexity of youth identity formation and political
participation in urban Cameroon, suggesting nuanced approaches to support political inclusion and social
cohesion. Policy recommendations include fostering inclusive spaces for dialogue on identities and politics, with a
focus on equitable educational opportunities and community-led initiatives. Youth Identity, Political Participation,
Urban Cameroon, Ethnography
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