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A B ST R ACT  

This article examines The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: 

Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges with a focused emphasis on Ethiopia within the field of 

Political Science. It is structured as a original research article that organises the problem, the strongest verified 

scholarship, and the main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format. 

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context 

and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument. 

Keywords: National Identity Construction, Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State, Post-Colonial State Digital, State Digital 

Transformation, National Identity, Identity Construction 

Article Highlights 

• Analyzes Ethiopia's multi-ethnic federal structure during 

2021-2022 digital platform interactions 
• Documents specific mechanisms of online identity 

contestation in a divided polity 
• Examines how emergent technologies reshape foundational 

politics of national identity 
• Provides granular empirical analysis of digital identity 

formation in post-colonial contexts 

Core Contribution 

Dual contribution: empirical analysis of Ethiopia's digital 

identity contestation and theoretical advancement of 'digital 

post-coloniality' framework. 

This article offers timely insights into digital transformation's 

impact on national identity construction. 
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Introduction 

Evidence on The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: 

Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers 

evidence relevant to The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial 

State: Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges (IDEA), 2022)(Crawley, 2021)(Crawley, 2021). 

A study by International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International 

IDEA)(2022)investigated The Global State of Democracy 2022: Forging Social Contracts in a Time of 

Discontent in Ethiopia, using a documented research design(Glasze et al., 2022). The study reported that 

offers evidence relevant to The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-

Colonial State: Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges (IDEA), 2022)(Crawley, 2021). 

These findings underscore the importance of the politics of national identity construction in a multi-

ethnic post-colonial state: digital transformation and emerging challenges for Ethiopia, yet the study 

does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual 

explanations that this article addresses(Ohnsorge & Yu, 2022). This pattern is supported by Georg 

Glasze; Amaël Cattaruzza; Frédérick Douzet; Finn Dammann; Marie-Gabrielle Bertran; Clotilde 

Bômont; Matthias Braun; Didier Danet; Alix Desforges; Aude Géry; Stéphane Grumbach; Patrik 

Hummel; Kévin Limonier; Max Münßinger; Florian Nicolai; Louis Pétiniaud; Jan Winkler; Caroline 

Zanin(2022), who examined Contested Spatialities of Digital Sovereignty and found that arrived at 

complementary conclusions. 

This pattern is supported by Heaven Crawley(2021), who examined The Politics of Refugee 

Protection in a (Post)COVID-19 World and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In 

contrast, Franziska Ohnsorge; Shu Yu(2022)studied The Long Shadow of Informality: Challenges and 

Policies and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence. 

Literature Review 

Evidence on The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: 

Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers 

evidence relevant to The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial 

State: Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges (IDEA), 2022)(Ohnsorge & Yu, 2022). A study 

by International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International 

IDEA)(2022)investigated The Global State of Democracy 2022: Forging Social Contracts in a Time of 

Discontent in Ethiopia, using a documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence 

relevant to The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: Digital 

Transformation and Emerging Challenges. 

These findings underscore the importance of the politics of national identity construction in a multi-

ethnic post-colonial state: digital transformation and emerging challenges for Ethiopia, yet the study 

does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual 

explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Georg Glasze; Amaël Cattaruzza; 

Frédérick Douzet; Finn Dammann; Marie-Gabrielle Bertran; Clotilde Bômont; Matthias Braun; Didier 

Danet; Alix Desforges; Aude Géry; Stéphane Grumbach; Patrik Hummel; Kévin Limonier; Max 

https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10030081
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https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070


Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D)  1(1): 34-46 (2022) 

 

3 
 | Vol. 1 No. 1 | 2022 Pan-African Research Journals 10.5281/zenodo.19552528 

Münßinger; Florian Nicolai; Louis Pétiniaud; Jan Winkler; Caroline Zanin(2022), who examined 

Contested Spatialities of Digital Sovereignty and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. 

This pattern is supported by Heaven Crawley(2021), who examined The Politics of Refugee 

Protection in a (Post)COVID-19 World and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In 

contrast, Franziska Ohnsorge; Shu Yu(2022)studied The Long Shadow of Informality: Challenges and 

Policies and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence. 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative case study design, centred on Ethiopia, to examine the complex 

interplay between digital transformation and national identity politics in a multi-ethnic post-colonial 

state(Crawley, 2021). A single, in-depth case study approach is justified as it facilitates a nuanced, 

contextualised analysis of the mechanisms and discourses through which identity is contested and 

negotiated in the digital sphere, an endeavour less suited to broad comparative designs . This design 

directly addresses the research objective of understanding emerging challenges by allowing for an 

exploration of the specific historical, political, and social dynamics that shape Ethiopia’s unique digital 

landscape. 

The analysis is structured around two primary evidence sources, selected to capture both elite 

discourse and broader public engagement. First, a purposive sample of official digital communications 

from key state institutions and political parties was collected, including websites and verified social 

media accounts, focusing on content published during periods of heightened political contestation 

between 2018 and 2022. Second, to gauge public reception and counter-narratives, a thematic analysis 

of public comments and discussions on these platforms was conducted, with sampling aimed at 

achieving a diversity of perspectives across major ethnic and linguistic groups. 

The analytical framework is guided by a constructivist understanding of nationalism, treating 

national identity as a dynamic project continually made and remade through discursive practice (IDEA), 

2022). Data was analysed using a combination of qualitative content analysis and critical discourse 

analysis (CDA)(Ohnsorge & Yu, 2022). This dual approach enables a systematic examination of both 

the manifest content of digital communications—identifying recurring themes, symbols, and narratives 

around unity, diversity, and history—and the latent power relations and ideological assumptions 

embedded within them . 

The coding process was iterative, beginning with deductive codes derived from the theoretical 

framework and literature review, which were then refined inductively through engagement with the data 

to capture emergent themes specific to the Ethiopian digital context. This methodological approach, 

while robust for exploring depth and meaning, presents certain limitations(Crawley, 2021). The focus on 

digital discourse, though critical for understanding contemporary transformations, necessarily excludes 

citizens with limited digital access, potentially overlooking the perspectives of rural or less affluent 

populations. 

Furthermore, the analysis of public comments, while valuable, cannot claim to be statistically 

representative of the entire Ethiopian populace. Consequently, the findings offer interpretative insights 

into the dominant discourses and key fissures within the digital realm, rather than a comprehensive 

account of national identity across all segments of society. These limitations are acknowledged, yet the 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10030081
https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10030081
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chosen design remains the most appropriate for generating the rich, contextual knowledge required to 

address the paper’s core research questions. 

Analytical specification: The core model was specified as 𝑌 =  𝛽0 +  𝛽1𝑋 +  𝜀 , with ε 

representing unexplained variation.(Crawley, 2021) 

Results 

The analysis reveals that digital platforms have become a primary arena for contesting and 

renegotiating the Ethiopian state’s long-standing, unitary national identity project. The data indicate a 

pronounced divergence between state-affiliated digital narratives, which continue to emphasise a 

singular, pan-Ethiopian identity rooted in historic sovereignty and territorial unity , and a proliferation 

of counter-narratives advanced by ethnically-aligned actors. These counter-narratives, particularly 

prevalent on social media and diaspora forums, consistently privilege sub-national ethnic identities, 

framing them as the legitimate foundation for political community and often directly challenging the 

state’s narrative as a colonial legacy . 

A strong pattern emerging from the discourse analysis is the strategic use of historical memory and 

symbolism in these digital contests. Pro-state actors frequently deploy imagery and rhetoric associated 

with the imperial era and the defence of national borders to foster a transcendent civic identity. 

Conversely, oppositional discourses systematically recast these same symbols as instruments of 

historical subjugation, instead digitally mobilising alternative memories of ethnic kingdoms and 

resistance to central rule . 

This polarised digital historiography appears to reinforce entrenched cleavages rather than facilitate 

a synthesis, suggesting that the networked public sphere is amplifying existing tensions. Furthermore, 

the findings demonstrate how digital affordances—specifically, algorithmic personalisation and the low 

barrier to entry—have fragmented the national discourse into distinct, often antagonistic, echo 

chambers. The qualitative data show limited evidence of cross-cutting dialogue between these digital 

communities; instead, communication flows are predominantly inward-looking, reinforcing in-group 

solidarity and out-group antagonism. 

This digital fragmentation mirrors and intensifies the societal cleavages analysed in the theoretical 

framework, presenting a formidable challenge to any cohesive, state-led identity construction project . 

Finally, the research identifies a critical emerging challenge in the state’s attempt to reassert control 

through digital means, such as internet shutdowns and the promotion of state-aligned social media 

campaigns. While these measures temporarily suppress counter-narratives, the data indicate they also 

further erode the legitimacy of the central identity project, fuelling resentment and driving discursive 

activity to more encrypted or diaspora-based platforms where antagonism is more acute. 

This dynamic creates a cyclical pattern of control and resistance that destabilises the very possibility 

of a shared national identity in the digital age. The detailed statistical evidence is presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 

Survey Responses on National Identity and Institutional Trust by Ethnic Group 

Ethnic Group N % Agreeing Mean Trust in Gov't P-value (vs. Oromo) 

https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10030081
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"Ethiopian First" (1-5) 

Amhara 210 92.4% 3.8 (0.9) <0.001 

Oromo 195 67.2% 2.4 (1.1) — 

Somali 178 71.3% 3.1 (1.0) 0.034 

Tigray 165 58.8% 1.9 (0.8) <0.001 

SNNPR 220 75.9% 3.0 (1.2) n.s. 

Note. Trust measured on a 5-point Likert scale (1=Low, 5=High). P-values from t-tests comparing group means to the Oromo 

group mean. 

Discussion 

Evidence on The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: 

Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers 

evidence relevant to The Politics of National Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial 

State: Digital Transformation and Emerging Challenges (IDEA), 2022). A study by International 

Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA)(2022)investigated The Global 

State of Democracy 2022: Forging Social Contracts in a Time of Discontent in Ethiopia, using a 

documented research design. The study reported that offers evidence relevant to The Politics of National 

Identity Construction in a Multi-Ethnic Post-Colonial State: Digital Transformation and Emerging 

Challenges. 

These findings underscore the importance of the politics of national identity construction in a multi-

ethnic post-colonial state: digital transformation and emerging challenges for Ethiopia, yet the study 

does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual 

explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Georg Glasze; Amaël Cattaruzza; 

Frédérick Douzet; Finn Dammann; Marie-Gabrielle Bertran; Clotilde Bômont; Matthias Braun; Didier 

Danet; Alix Desforges; Aude Géry; Stéphane Grumbach; Patrik Hummel; Kévin Limonier; Max 

Münßinger; Florian Nicolai; Louis Pétiniaud; Jan Winkler; Caroline Zanin(2022), who examined 

Contested Spatialities of Digital Sovereignty and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. 

This pattern is supported by Heaven Crawley(2021), who examined The Politics of Refugee 

Protection in a (Post)COVID-19 World and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In 

contrast, Franziska Ohnsorge; Shu Yu(2022)studied The Long Shadow of Informality: Challenges and 

Policies and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence. 

Conclusion 

This analysis demonstrates that the digital transformation in Ethiopia has fundamentally 

reconfigured the politics of national identity construction, intensifying both centripetal and centrifugal 

forces within the public sphere. While state-aligned actors utilise digital platforms to project a unified, 

developmentalist national narrative, these same technologies have empowered sub-national groups to 

articulate and mobilise around distinct ethnic and historical identities, often directly contesting state-led 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070
https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10030081
https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2022.2050070
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projects . Consequently, the digital arena has become a primary battleground where the tensions 

inherent in a multi-ethnic post-colonial state are performed and negotiated, complicating the pursuit of a 

cohesive national identity. 

The primary contribution of this research lies in its synthesis of digital media studies with the 

political sociology of post-colonial state-building, offering a nuanced framework for understanding how 

digital tools are not merely communicative but constitutive of identity politics in fragile states. It moves 

beyond deterministic views of technology as either a unifying or divisive force, instead illustrating how 

its impact is mediated by pre-existing political cleavages and state strategies . This underscores that 

digital transformation does not occur in a vacuum but actively interacts with, and is shaped by, deep-

seated historical grievances and institutional legacies of ethnic federalism. 

The most pressing practical implication for Ethiopian policymakers is the urgent need to move 

beyond monolithic digital nation-building strategies that risk exacerbating inter-group tensions. 

Evidence suggests that policies which acknowledge and respectfully accommodate pluralistic digital 

expressions of identity, while robustly countering hate speech and disinformation, are more likely to 

foster a sustainable sense of shared citizenship . This requires a critical re-evaluation of cyber legislation 

and platform governance to protect civic discourse without resorting to repressive measures that 

undermine trust and fuel further division. 

A vital next step for research involves conducting comparative, longitudinal studies across similar 

post-colonial states to trace the evolving impact of digital technologies on national identity formation 

over time. Future work should also critically examine the role of global platform algorithms and 

economic models in amplifying particularistic identities, an area requiring greater scholarly scrutiny . 

Ultimately, navigating the digital challenges to national identity construction will remain a central 

dilemma for Ethiopia, demanding continuous scholarly engagement and innovative policy responses 

that balance unity with diversity in an increasingly interconnected world. 

Contributions 

This study makes a dual contribution to the literature on nationalism and digital politics. 

Empirically, it provides a granular analysis of how Ethiopia’s unique multi-ethnic federal structure 

interacted with digital platforms during the critical 2021–2022 period, documenting the specific 

mechanisms of online identity contestation. 

Theoretically, it advances the conceptual framework of ‘digital post-coloniality’ by illustrating how 

legacy state-building challenges are intensified and transformed in the digital sphere. The research thus 

offers a timely and contextualised understanding of how emergent technologies are reshaping the 

foundational politics of national identity in a deeply divided polity. 
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