
African Analytical Chemistry (Pure Science)

Religious Pluralism and Inter-Faith Dynamics in West Africa: A 
Tanzanian Perspective

Shikotani Ntalamuka1, Kamanda Mwesigwa2

1 State University of Zanzibar (SUZA)
2 Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI)

Published: 26 December 2013   |   Received: 02 October 2013   |   Accepted: 08 November 2013

Correspondence:   sntalamuka@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18993972

Author notes

Shikotani Ntalamuka is affiliated with State University of Zanzibar (SUZA) and focuses on African Studies research in 
Africa.

Kamanda Mwesigwa is affiliated with Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) and focuses on African Studies 
research in Africa.

Abstract

Religious pluralism in West Africa is a complex phenomenon characterized by coexistence of diverse religious  
traditions. Tanzania exemplifies this diversity with significant populations belonging to Islam, Christianity, and 
indigenous  beliefs.  The  research  employs  qualitative  methods  such  as  in-depth  interviews  and  focus  group 
discussions with representatives from various religious groups across Tanzania. Data analysis involves thematic  
coding to identify recurring themes and patterns. Findings indicate that inter-faith dialogue mechanisms have been 
established, particularly between Muslims and Christians, but face challenges related to historical grievances and 
cultural differences. The study highlights the importance of structured dialogue in mitigating religious tensions. It  
underscores  the  need  for  community-led  initiatives  fostering  mutual  respect  and  understanding  among  faith 
communities.  Recommendations  include  promoting  inter-faith  educational  programmes,  establishing  regular 
forums for dialogue, and encouraging religious leaders to engage in collaborative efforts towards peace-building.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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