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Abstract

Burundi's traditional governance structures have influenced its path towards modern democracy, making it a case 
study of interest in Southern Africa. A comparative analysis approach was employed using qualitative data from 
historical documents and interviews with former traditional leaders and current government officials. The study 
revealed  that  while  traditional  structures  provided  community-based  decision-making,  their  integration  into  a 
modern  democracy  framework  has  led  to  inefficiencies  in  policy  implementation.  Traditional  governance 
structures need to be reformed to better align with modern democratic principles for effective governance and 
sustainable development. Integrate traditional leadership roles within the existing political system and provide 
training on contemporary governance practices to enhance their effectiveness.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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