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Abstract

Traditional  governance  structures  have  been  central  to  the  social  fabric  of  Southern  Africa  for  centuries.  In 
Senegal, these structures are an integral part of community life and decision-making processes. A mixed-methods  
approach was employed for this  research,  including a literature review, semi-structured interviews with local  
community members, and focus group discussions in selected regions. Data analysis utilised thematic coding and  
content analysis to identify patterns and themes related to traditional governance and democratic practices. The 
analysis revealed that traditional leaders play a significant role in mediating between the state and communities,  
often bridging gaps where formal democracy might falter. A notable finding was the high acceptance rate (85%) of 
traditional  leaders'  recommendations for  community development projects.  This study highlights the complex 
interplay between tradition and modern governance structures in Senegal's democratic landscape, suggesting that a 
more inclusive approach to leadership integration could enhance both traditional and democratic practices. Policy 
makers should consider incorporating traditional leaders into formal decision-making processes as key facilitators 
of  community  engagement.  Additionally,  educational  initiatives  aimed  at  enhancing  the  understanding  of 
traditional values within modern governance frameworks are recommended.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

 REQUEST FULL PAPER✉️

📧 Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

🚀 SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

🌐 Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge

2

https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

