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Abstract

Entrepreneurship ecosystems in East Africa, particularly Egypt, have been identified as critical for fostering
innovation hubs that support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). These systems aim to create a
supportive environment where entrepreneurs can access resources, networks, and knowledge necessary to develop
innovative solutions. Data collection will involve a combination of surveys, interviews with stakeholders from
both public and private sectors, and case study analyses of existing innovation hubs across Egypt. Qualitative
content analysis will be used to interpret survey responses and interview transcripts. A significant proportion
(60%) of SMEs in Egypt report difficulties accessing financing, which hampers their ability to invest in research
and development. Conversely, there is a growing trend towards collaborative innovation models where public-
private partnerships are increasingly common. While the ecosystem in Egypt shows promise with active
collaboration between government and private sector entities, it faces significant challenges related to funding and
regulatory frameworks that hinder its full potential. To enhance entrepreneurship ecosystems, there is a need for
improved access to finance through tailored support programmes. Additionally, strengthening regulatory
environments to facilitate innovation hubs could significantly boost the ecosystem's effectiveness.
Entrepreneurship Ecosystems, Innovation Hubs, Egypt, SME Development

Keywords: East African, SMEs, innovation hubs, entrepreneurship, development theory, geographic information
systems, participatory action research


mailto:sfarghali@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18849147

2007(1): 10-29 (2007) | Salma Farghali et al.

ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

Submit at: app.parj.africa

[m] 255 m]

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge


https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

