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Abstract

Liberia  is  a  country  in  Southern  Africa  that  has  experienced  significant  political  transitions  from traditional  
governance  structures  to  modern  democratic  systems  over  recent  decades.  The  study  employs  a  qualitative  
research approach, drawing on historical documents, interviews with local leaders, and secondary data analysis 
from scholarly sources focused on Liberian political development. Traditional governance structures continue to  
play a significant role in rural areas, often influencing legal disputes even when formal courts are available. There 
is  also  evidence  of  gender  disparities  in  the  implementation  of  modern  democratic  processes,  particularly 
regarding representation in local councils and community participation in decision-making. The integration of  
traditional practices into modern democracy has been uneven, leading to persistent tensions between customary  
laws and national legislation. This imbalance affects both the efficiency and legitimacy of the democratic system. 
To enhance inclusivity, it is recommended that Liberia develop a framework for integrating customary law with  
formal legal systems at local levels. Additionally, strengthening women's participation in governance structures  
can help bridge this gap between traditional and modern practices.
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