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Abstract

Southern Africa is a region where traditional governance structures have coexisted with modern democratic
systems, offering insights into how these can be integrated for effective governance. A qualitative survey approach
was employed, gathering data through structured interviews from a diverse sample of stakeholders including
government officials, community leaders, and civil society representatives. Data analysis focused on thematic
content to understand the perceptions and experiences related to governance structures in Morocco. The findings
indicate that while traditional councils play a crucial role in local decision-making, they are often complemented
by modern democratic processes like elections and participatory forums. There is a notable trend towards
integrating these elements for more inclusive governance. This study highlights the potential of hybrid models
combining traditional and contemporary practices as a way to enhance democratic participation and ensure
accountability at grassroots levels in Morocco and potentially other Southern African countries. Further research
should focus on evaluating specific implementation strategies, while policymakers could consider integrating
traditional councils with existing democratic frameworks to foster more inclusive governance systems.
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