
African Protein Science (Core Life Science)

Evaluating Community-Wide Water Drilling Projects on Rural 
Ethiopians' Drinking Water Quality: A Policy Analysis

Fikadu Gebreab1,2, Tesfaye Aberra3

1 Department of Research, Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), Addis Ababa
2 Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR)

3 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), 
Addis Ababa

Published: 09 January 2009   |   Received: 28 August 2008   |   Accepted: 10 December 2008

Correspondence:   fgebreab@aol.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18886985

Author notes

Fikadu Gebreab is affiliated with Department of Research, Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa 
CDC), Addis Ababa and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Tesfaye Aberra is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Africa Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC), Addis Ababa and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Community-wide water drilling projects have been implemented in rural Ethiopia to address poor drinking water 
quality.  A  mixed-methods  approach  combining  qualitative  interviews  with  quantitative  data  analysis  was 
employed to assess project outcomes. Drinking water quality showed significant improvement in villages where 
community drilling projects were initiated, with a 75% reduction in E. coli bacteria levels compared to pre-project  
baseline. The community-wide water drilling projects have had a positive impact on rural Ethiopians' drinking  
water  quality,  warranting  further  investment  and  policy  support.  Policy  makers  should  prioritise  funding  for 
sustainable water infrastructure development and regular maintenance of drilled wells in rural areas.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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