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Abstract

Cognitive development in Senegalese children has received limited comparative attention from international
psychology literature, highlighting a gap in understanding developmental processes across diverse cultural
contexts. The study employed standardised cognitive tests administered by trained psychologists across multiple
schools in urban and rural areas of Senegal. Data collection included baseline assessments at age six, with follow-
up evaluations at ages nine and twelve to capture developmental trajectories. Significantly higher proportions of
Senegalese children demonstrated advanced memory skills compared to their counterparts from other African
regions, suggesting a culturally enriched approach to learning and memory development in the context of
Senegal's educational system. The findings underscore the importance of considering cultural influences on
cognitive development when studying child psychology in Africa. This study provides evidence that can inform
educators and policymakers about effective teaching strategies tailored to local contexts. Future research should
focus on longitudinal studies examining long-term developmental outcomes, particularly in relation to
socioeconomic factors such as income levels and access to resources. Additionally, a more diverse range of
cognitive tasks should be explored to capture the full spectrum of child development. Cognitive Development,
Senegal, African Child Psychology, Memory Skills, Cultural Influences
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