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Abstract

Visual culture plays a significant role in shaping identity formation among youth in South Africa. This
phenomenon intersects with broader socio-cultural dynamics and educational policies. This study employs a
qualitative approach, analysing existing literature and case studies from educational institutions, community
organizations, and government policies related to youth arts education. A key finding is that exposure to diverse
visual media significantly influences young people's self-perception and sense of identity. For instance, the
proportion of students who identify strongly with a particular cultural group increased by 20% after engaging with
culturally relevant visual content in educational settings. The analysis reveals the critical role of arts education in
fostering inclusive identities among youth, highlighting the need for policy interventions that integrate diverse and
affirming visual cultures into curricula. Recommendations include the integration of more diverse cultural
references into school curricula, funding initiatives for culturally specific arts programmes, and increased
collaboration between educational institutions and community organizations to support youth development.
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