African Decentralization Studies (Public Admin/Political

Of==0]

Comparative Economic Blocs in African Peripheries: A Scholarly
Review of Regional Integration Studies
Makumbi Kapambwe', Kabwata Chitengwa?, Chilufya Mwila**
! Copperbelt University, Kitwe

2 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Copperbelt University, Kitwe
* Zambia Agricultural Research Institute (ZARI)

Published: 16 February 2009 | Received: 06 October 2008 | Accepted: 31 December 2008
Correspondence: mkapambwe@yahoo.com

DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.18900765

Author notes

Makumbi Kapambwe is dffiliated with Copperbelt University, Kitwe and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Kabwata Chitengwa is daffiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Copperbelt University, Kitwe and focuses
on African Studies research in Africa.
Chilufya Mwila is affiliated with Zambia Agricultural Research Institute (ZARI) and focuses on African Studies research
in Africa.

Abstract

Regional economic blocs have emerged as significant frameworks for African peripheries to pursue integration
and development, particularly in Zambia. A comprehensive literature review approach was employed to analyse
existing scholarly works focusing on regional economic blocs in African peripheries. Themes of economic
integration, governance structures, and socio-economic disparities were prominent across reviewed studies. There
is a need for more empirical research to validate theoretical propositions and address the complexities of regional
integration in Africa. Further interdisciplinary collaboration and longitudinal studies are recommended to enhance
understanding and implementation of regional economic blocs.
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