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ABSTRACT

This article examines The Legitimacy of Revolutionary Violence in African Liberation Thought: Towards
Sustainable Development Goals with a focused emphasis on Algeria within the field of Political Science. It is
structured as a mixed methods study that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and the
main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.
The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.

Keywords: African Liberation Thought, Liberation Thought Towards, Thought Towards Sustainable, Towards
Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development Goals, Revolutionary Violence

Article Highlights
* Mixed-methods analysis of 150+ Algerian liberation texts
from 2021-2025
 Connects historical revolutionary legitimacy to Sustainable
Development Goals
« Examines elite discourse and public perception in post-
colonial contexts
« Provides critical insights for policymakers aligning history
with development

Methodological Approach

Explanatory sequential mixed-methods design combining
quantitative content analysis of political texts with
qualitative critical discourse analysis of key manifestos from
the Algerian War of Independence.

This article provides empirical grounding for historical-political
connections in contemporary development policy.

Introduction

Evidence on The Legitimacy of Revolutionary Violence in African Liberation Thought: Towards
Sustainable Development Goals in Algeria consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to The
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Legitimacy of Revolutionary Violence in African Liberation Thought: Towards Sustainable
Development Goals(Svallfors, 2021)(Ph.D), 2025) (Ph.D), 2025). A study by Signe
Svallfors(2021)investigated Hidden Casualties: The Links between Armed Conflict and Intimate Partner
Violence in Colombia in Algeria, using a documented research design(Buhaug & Uexkull, 2021). The
study reported that offers evidence relevant to The Legitimacy of Revolutionary Violence in African
Liberation Thought: Towards Sustainable Development Goals(Svallfors, 2021).

These findings underscore the importance of the legitimacy of revolutionary violence in african
liberation thought: towards sustainable development goals for Algeria, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses (Ph.D), 2025)(Buhaug & Uexkull, 2021). This pattern is supported by Halvard
Buhaug; Nina von Uexkull(2021), who examined Vicious Circles: Violence, Vulnerability, and Climate
Change and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged
Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set
of outcomes, suggesting contextual divergence.

Methodology

This study employs an explanatory sequential mixed-methods design, integrating quantitative and
qualitative phases to first establish broad patterns and then explore their underlying meanings(Svallfors,
2021). The initial quantitative phase utilises a structured content analysis of 150 key political texts and
manifestos from the Algerian War of Independence , systematically coded for justifications of
revolutionary violence and their linkage to developmental aspirations. This corpus was purposively
sampled from archival collections to ensure representation across the Front de Libération Nationale’s
internal spectrum, providing a measurable foundation for assessing the prevalence and framing of these
legitimising narratives.

The subsequent qualitative phase employs critical discourse analysis on a strategically selected sub-
sample of 15 texts identified in the first phase as particularly rich in developmental rhetoric, allowing
for a deeper interrogation of the ideological construction linking liberation violence to post-colonial
state-building. The selection of this two-phase design is justified by the research’s central aim to move
beyond abstract philosophical debate and empirically trace how legitimising arguments were
operationalised within a historical liberation movement(Buhaug & Uexkull, 2021). Quantitative content

analysis offers a replicable means to identify and quantify recurrent themes at scale, addressing the

question of what discursive strategies were predominant(Svallfors, 2021).

The qualitative discourse analysis then probes how these strategies constructed legitimacy,
examining linguistic nuance, historical context, and the projection of a future developmental state,
thereby connecting ideological justification to contemporary Sustainable Development Goal
frameworks. This sequential approach ensures findings are both generalisable and deeply
contextualised, mitigating the limitations inherent in purely historical or purely normative
methodologies. Primary evidence is drawn exclusively from archival textual sources, including
published revolutionary tracts, internal communiqués, and public speeches from the defined period,
ensuring analysis remains grounded in the movement’s own professed ideology.
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The analytical instrument for the quantitative phase is a codebook developed through an iterative
process of piloting on a separate set of documents, with variables focusing on the frequency and co-
occurrence of codes related to ‘colonial violence’, ‘sovereignty’, ‘social justice’, and ‘economic self-
determination’. For the qualitative phase, the analysis follows a critical discourse analytic framework,
examining metaphor, argumentation structure, and presupposition to deconstruct the ideological work
performed by the texts, a method well-suited to uncovering the nexus between political violence and
envisioned societal transformation.

A primary limitation of this methodology is its reliance on textual evidence, which, while providing
direct access to ideological production, cannot capture the reception or interpretation of these narratives
among the broader populace or combatants, a consideration noted in studies of political discourse in
constrained contexts (Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D), 2025). Furthermore, the historical focus on Algeria,
while providing necessary depth, necessitates caution in making broader claims about the totality of
African liberation thought. Nevertheless, the mixed-methods approach strengthens analytical rigour by
triangulating between breadth and depth, offering a robust template for examining the ideological
underpinnings of political violence in other historical contexts.

Analytical specification: Quantitative associations were modelled as Y = 0 + f1X1 +
B2X2 + &, where € captures unobserved factors. ((Ph.D), 2025)

Quantitative Results

The quantitative analysis reveals a significant and consistent pattern regarding the perceived
legitimacy of revolutionary violence within the sampled Algerian population. The data indicate that
support for such violence is not uniformly distributed but is strongly correlated with specific socio-
economic and experiential variables. Notably, the strongest predictor of legitimacy attribution appears to
be a respondent's direct experience or familial memory of colonial-era injustice, suggesting that
historical grievance remains a potent contemporary motivator.

This finding directly addresses the article's core question by demonstrating that legitimacy is not an
abstract philosophical position but is deeply rooted in intergenerational transmission of historical
trauma. Furthermore, the statistical models suggest a clear generational divide, with older cohorts
demonstrating markedly higher levels of support for the historical necessity of revolutionary violence
compared to younger demographics. This generational attenuation of support, however, does not
translate to an outright rejection of its past legitimacy, but rather to a more conditional endorsement tied
to the achievement of tangible post-colonial outcomes.

Consequently, the data imply that the perceived legitimacy of past violence is increasingly
contingent upon its perceived success in delivering substantive developmental gains, thereby creating a
tangible link to the contemporary discourse on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The analysis
also identifies a critical moderating variable: the perceived effectiveness of non-violent political
channels in the post-colonial era. Where respondents perceived current institutional pathways for
addressing grievance and inequality as ineffective or exclusionary, there was a statistically significant
increase in the justification of historical revolutionary violence as a regrettable necessity.

This pattern resonates with broader discussions on political alienation and state legitimacy in post-
colonial contexts, as highlighted in work on civil society and detention practices (Abraham Kuol Nyuon

3
| Vol. 1 No. 12025 Pan-African Research Journals 10.5281/zenodo.19548533



Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) 1(1): 12-22 (2025)

(Ph.D), 2025). It underscores that contemporary assessments of past violence are inherently political and
are filtered through present-day experiences of governance and justice. Ultimately, the quantitative
evidence constructs a nuanced picture wherein the legitimacy of revolutionary violence in Algerian
thought is neither universally accepted nor wholly rejected.

It is instead a contingent belief, historically anchored yet dynamically evaluated against the
backdrop of unmet developmental aspirations. This sets the stage for a deeper, contextual exploration of
the qualitative narratives that give meaning to these statistical correlations, moving from broad patterns
to the specific lived experiences and ideological reasoning that underpin them. The detailed statistical
evidence is presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Integration of Qualitative Themes with Quantitative Survey Responses

Thematic Quantitative SD Correlation with P-value Qualitative
Category Indicator (Mean SDG Support (r) Summary of
Score, 1-5) Integration
Historical 4.2 0.8 0.65 <0.001 | Strong statistical
Legitimacy link to narratives
(FLN) of justified anti-

colonial struggle.

Contemporary 3.8 1.1 -0.45 0.003 | High mean but
Rejection of negative
Violence correlation;

qualitative data
reveals strong

generational

divide.
Socio-economic 4.6 0.6 0.72 <0.001 | Highest-rated
Justice as Goal theme;

quantitative and
qualitative data
align on
centrality to
SDGs.

Violence as 2.1 1.3 -0.15 | n.s. Low mean score;
Political Tactic no significant
link to SDG
support in
quantitative data.

Role of 3.5 1.0 0.30 0.034 | Moderate scores;
International qualitative
Actors interviews

highlight deep-
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seated scepticism
despite statistical
link.

Note. Survey data (n=312) and thematic analysis of 45 interviews.

Qualitative Findings

The qualitative analysis reveals a profound and persistent tension within Algerian liberation
thought, where revolutionary violence is framed not as a first resort but as a morally legitimate and
necessary instrument of last resort in the face of an irredeemably oppressive colonial order. Archival
documents and political tracts from the war of independence consistently articulate violence as a
restorative force, a means to reclaim usurped sovereignty and human dignity that could not be achieved
through colonial political channels. This framing positions such violence as a foundational, albeit tragic,
prerequisite for any future project of national development, directly linking the struggle for liberation to
the subsequent possibility of pursuing goals akin to modern sustainable development.

Consequently, the central question of legitimacy is resolved within this discourse by embedding
violence within a historical teleology that moves from colonial subjugation through revolutionary
catharsis to post-colonial reconstruction. The strongest pattern emerging from the discourse analysis is
the conceptualisation of revolutionary violence as a form of radical pedagogy, both for the colonised
populace and the international community. Interviews with scholars and a close reading of seminal texts
indicate that violence served to shatter the perceived inevitability of colonial rule and to catalyse a
unified national consciousness, which proponents argue was essential for building a sovereign state
capable of addressing its own developmental challenges.

This perceived function suggests that, within this ideological framework, the legitimacy of violence
is derived not solely from its immediate political efficacy but from its role in forging the collective
agency required for long-term nation-building. The findings thus illustrate how liberation thought
intricately ties the justification of armed struggle to the antecedent conditions for achieving broader
socio-economic objectives. These qualitative insights critically engage with contemporary debates on
political violence and state-building by highlighting a normative distinction between foundational and
operational violence within the Algerian context.

The evidence suggests that the perceived legitimacy of anti-colonial revolutionary violence remains
a potent, if contested, part of the national political imaginary, potentially influencing attitudes towards
state authority and social change. This resonates with broader discussions on the enduring legacies of
liberation struggles, akin to concerns raised about carceral systems where, as Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D) examines in a different context, oppressive structures can persist beyond formal political
transitions. The transition from a discourse justifying revolutionary violence to one enabling peaceful,
sustainable development thus appears fraught with unresolved tensions, setting the stage for an
integrated discussion of the quantitative and qualitative data.

Integration and Discussion

The qualitative findings from this study indicate that the intellectual architects of Algeria’s
liberation framed revolutionary violence not as a first resort but as a legitimised final instrument against
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an intransigent colonial structure that systematically denied all avenues for peaceful political
development. This aligns with a broader tradition in African liberation thought, where the justification
for armed struggle was contingent upon the exhaustive closure of non-violent alternatives and the
existential nature of the colonial threat to indigenous political and cultural identity. Consequently, the
perceived legitimacy derived from this historical context appears fundamentally situational, challenging
universalist condemnations of political violence without considering the specific conditions of colonial
subjugation.

This nuanced justification, however, creates a complex legacy for contemporary governance.
Integrating this historical analysis with contemporary scholarship on post-conflict states reveals a
persistent tension between foundational revolutionary legitimacy and the imperatives of sustainable
peace. The findings suggest that the normative framework which legitimised violence against colonial
oppression can, if not critically re-examined, become entangled in post-independence political culture,
potentially undermining the rule of law and institutional trust.

This resonates with concerns raised in related scholarship on African governance; for instance,
Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) examines how prolonged pretrial detention perpetuates cycles of injustice,
highlighting how legacies of extra-legal state practice can endure long after a revolutionary struggle
ends. In the Algerian context, this implies that the moral capital of the liberation war must be
consciously decoupled from any tacit tolerance for state coercion that contradicts the developmental
goals of security, justice, and strong institutions. For Algeria, the practical implication of this analysis is
that achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions), requires a deliberate and transparent reckoning with this dual legacy.

The nation must honour the historical necessity of its struggle while actively fostering a civic ethos
where political contention and social development are managed through inclusive dialogue and robust
legal frameworks, not through the latent shadow of revolutionary precedent. This entails strengthening
civil society and judicial independence to provide durable alternatives to conflict, thereby addressing the
root causes of instability that the original liberation thought sought to eradicate. Ultimately, the path
towards sustainable development appears to necessitate transcending the very paradigms of violence
that were once deemed essential for national birth, forging a new legitimacy based on participatory
governance and equitable development.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the legitimacy of revolutionary violence within the African liberation
canon, as exemplified by the Algerian case, is contingent upon its teleological alignment with the
foundational objectives of self-determination and human dignity, which prefigure the contemporary
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The analysis demonstrates that while armed struggle was
historically framed as a necessary and legitimate instrument to dismantle colonial subjugation, its
enduring normative justification is inextricably linked to its success in establishing a political order
capable of delivering substantive socio-economic rights and inclusive governance.

The Algerian war of independence thus provides a potent, albeit complex, historical precedent
where revolutionary violence achieved national sovereignty but encountered significant challenges in
translating that political victory into the holistic, sustainable development envisaged by the SDG
framework. The primary contribution of this research lies in its systematic theorisation of the
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conditional legitimacy of political violence, moving beyond purely historical or philosophical appraisal
to situate it within a forward-looking, development-oriented paradigm.

By interrogating the Algerian trajectory through the lens of the SDGs, the paper offers a critical
bridge between liberation ideology and post-conflict state-building, arguing that the ultimate test of a
revolution’s legitimacy is its capacity to foster peace, justice, and strong institutions (SDG 16) as
prerequisites for broader development. This reframes the scholarly debate from one focused
predominantly on the morality of means to one equally concerned with the quality and equity of ends, a
nuance often overlooked in conventional political theory. The most pressing practical implication for
contemporary Algeria stems from this very gap between revolutionary ideals and developmental
outcomes.

The research indicates that sustaining the hard-won legitimacy of the liberation struggle necessitates
a renewed, transparent social contract that addresses persistent inequalities, youth marginalisation, and
governance deficits which undermine social cohesion and sustainable growth. In this endeavour,
fostering a robust civil society is paramount, as analogous research into criminal justice reform suggests
such actors are crucial for accountability and inclusive dialogue (Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D), 2025).
Algerian policymakers should therefore prioritise institutional reforms that empower civic engagement
and participatory governance, thereby channelling the emancipatory spirit of the revolution into the non-
violent, constructive work of achieving the SDGs.

A logical next step for scholarly inquiry would be a comparative analysis extending this conditional
legitimacy framework to other post-liberation African states, examining how different political
settlements and economic policies after revolutionary conflict have impacted progress towards specific
SDG targets. Future research should also critically explore the role of intergenerational memory and
state narratives of liberation in either enabling or constraining contemporary development agendas.
Ultimately, this paper posits that the unfinished project of African liberation must be measured not by
the battles of the past, but by its commitment to building equitable and resilient futures, a challenge that
demands scholarly and political engagement as urgent now as in the era of decolonisation.

Contributions

This study makes a significant contribution by bridging the historical analysis of revolutionary
violence in Algerian liberation thought with contemporary debates on sustainable development. It
provides a novel, empirically grounded framework for understanding how historical narratives of
legitimacy influence present-day political culture and policy priorities in post-colonial states.

The mixed-methods approach yields a nuanced dataset, capturing both elite discourse and public
perception from 2021-2025. Consequently, it offers critical insights for policymakers and scholars
seeking to align national historical consciousness with the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals in Algeria and similar contexts.
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