
African Local Governance Journal (Public 
Admin/Political

Language Policy and Education in Multilingual South Africa: An 
Ethnographic Exploration

Sipho Motshega1, Gugu Motseki2, Qalisa Tsotsi3, Tshisekedi Dlamini1,4

1 South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR)
2 Department of Research, University of KwaZulu-Natal

3 University of KwaZulu-Natal
4 Graduate School of Business, UCT

Published: 26 May 2007   |   Received: 16 January 2007   |   Accepted: 29 April 2007

Correspondence:   smotshega@aol.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18860382

Author notes

Sipho Motshega is affiliated with South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR) and focuses on African Studies 
research in Africa.

Gugu Motseki is affiliated with Department of Research, University of KwaZulu-Natal and focuses on African Studies 
research in Africa.

Qalisa Tsotsi is affiliated with University of KwaZulu-Natal and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Tshisekedi Dlamini is affiliated with Graduate School of Business, UCT and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Language policies in South Africa reflect its multilingual nature, where multiple official languages coexist. The 
education system is a focal point for language policy implementation. An ethnographic approach was employed,  
involving participant observation, interviews with teachers and students, and document analysis of language policy 
documents. Language proficiency among learners varied significantly across different school districts, with some 
regions showing a clear advantage in teaching materials and resources that aligned with the national language  
policy.  Despite  efforts  to  promote  multilingualism,  disparities  persist  in  educational  opportunities  based  on 
linguistic  background.  Enhanced  teacher  training  programmes  should  focus  on  bridging  linguistic  gaps  and 
improving resource allocation in underprivileged areas.
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