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Abstract

Entrepreneurship ecosystems and innovation hubs have become critical components in fostering economic
development across East Africa, with South Africa playing a significant role as an emerging market. A qualitative
approach was employed through semi-structured interviews with stakeholders from various sectors including
government agencies, private sector companies, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations. Data
collection involved thematic analysis to identify common themes and patterns across different regions and sectors.
The study revealed that while South Africa has seen a notable increase in the establishment of innovation hubs
over the past decade, there remains significant variation in their effectiveness across different geographic areas.
For instance, urban centers have demonstrated higher levels of collaboration between ecosystem actors compared
to rural settings. This research underscores the importance of tailored strategies for promoting entrepreneurship
and innovation within South Africa's diverse geography, highlighting the need for targeted interventions that
address regional disparities. Recommendations include developing a more integrated policy framework that
supports cross-regional collaboration among ecosystem actors, particularly focusing on rural areas where support
is currently limited. Additionally, fostering stronger ties with global innovation networks can enhance South
Africa’s capacity to attract and integrate international expertise and resources.

Keywords: East African, entrepreneurial networks, innovation spaces, qualitative methodology, ecosystem
analysis, indigenous entrepreneurship, collaborative networks


mailto:nmdingi@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18917017

2010(1): 33-49 (2010) | Nkosana Mdingi

ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

Submit at: app.parj.africa

[m]:¢ 2w
L

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge


https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

