
Journal of Sahel and Savanna Studies

Language Policy and Education Outcomes in Mali: A Mixed 
Methods Inquiry

Ahmed Traoré1,2, Mariam Diallo3,4, Fatimata Dicko5,6

1 Department of Research, University of Bamako (consolidated)
2 USTTB Bamako (University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies)

3 Department of Advanced Studies, International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Mali
4 University of Bamako (consolidated)

5 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Bamako (consolidated)
6 Department of Research, International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Mali

Published: 03 July 2006   |   Received: 15 January 2006   |   Accepted: 06 May 2006

Correspondence:   atraor@hotmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18836125

Author notes

Ahmed Traoré is affiliated with Department of Research, University of Bamako (consolidated) and focuses on African 
Studies research in Africa.

Mariam Diallo is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), 
Mali and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Fatimata Dicko is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Bamako (consolidated) and 
focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Language policies in Mali have aimed to promote French as a lingua franca alongside indigenous languages such 
as  Bambara  and  Soninké.  However,  these  efforts  have  not  always  been  successful  in  improving  educational 
outcomes. The research employed a combination of semi-structured interviews and surveys to gather insights from 
educators, students, and parents. Quantitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics and thematic analysis.  
Interviews revealed significant challenges faced by educators in implementing multilingual curricula, particularly  
regarding resource allocation and teacher training. Survey results showed that bilingual education programmes had 
a positive but uneven impact on student performance across different regions of Mali. While language policy 
initiatives have contributed to some improvements in educational outcomes, they have also highlighted persistent  
challenges related to resource distribution and pedagogical support.  Future language policies should prioritise 
equitable resource allocation and comprehensive teacher training programmes to enhance the effectiveness of  
multilingual education approaches. Language Policy, Education Outcomes, Multilingualism, Mali
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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