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Abstract

Microcredit programmes have been implemented in various settings to address economic empowerment among
marginalized groups, including female entrepreneurs in informal markets. The research employs a comparative
design, analysing data from two distinct groups of female entrepreneurs: those who have received microcredit
support versus those who have not. Qualitative interviews and structured questionnaires were utilised for data
collection. Microcredit access significantly enhanced entrepreneurial activities in both income generation and
business expansion among the study participants. Female entrepreneurs reported increased financial stability,
enabling them to invest more in their businesses. The findings suggest that microcredit programmes play a crucial
role in facilitating economic empowerment for female entrepreneurs in Nairobi's informal markets. Future research
should explore long-term impacts and potential barriers to access. Policy-makers are encouraged to consider
implementing tailored microcredit initiatives to better serve the needs of female entrepreneurs in informal markets,
particularly focusing on financial literacy programmes and support networks.
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